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TERRITORY OF DAKOTA. 


- DEPARTMENT OF 


IMMIGRATION AND STATISTICS. 


Bismarck, Dec. 15, 1886. 


To His Excellency, the Governor. 
HONORABLE GILBERT A. PIERCE, 
Execictive Office, Bismarck. 
SIR: i 
I have the honor to submit herewith the First Biennial 
Report of the Commissioner of Immigration for the stated period 
of two years, namely, 1885 and 1886, in compliance with law. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
LAUREN DUNLAP. 
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The organization of the office was undertaken imme- 
diately after its establishment by act of the Legislature, in 
March, 1885, and upon the appointment by the Governor of 
a commissioner, on the 13th day of that month and year. 

With respect to the duties and work of the office, gen- 
erally speaking, and by way of introduction, 16 may be 
stated that the system adopted in the beginning, and now 
being by degrees perfected, has been to cover the widest 


ange possible in promoting the interests of immigration, 


and to this end time and effort have been directed and 
every resource within reach drawn upon freely and as 
fully, it is believed, in every instance as the governing cir- 
cumstances would permit. à 


Summing up the visible results thus far accomplished 
by the office in its primary capacity as a bureau of infor- 
mation, it is found that during the actual period of a little 
over nineteen months covered by this report, nearly six 


| thousand (6,000) separate inquiries have been received by ` 
miail, of which number a very large proportion have repre- 


sented from six to a dozen or more parties equally interested 
with the writer in obtaining the Dakota information 
sought. | 


It is reasonable to say, upon careful reflection, that not 
less than twenty thousand (20,000) persons have been sup- 
plied direct from this office with the above information 
during the period stated. | 
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This does not include the correspondence relating to 
colony projects, of which there has been considerable, nor 
does it embrace the distribution of-printed matter through 
the passenger and emigration departments of the railroad 
companies of the Territory, which furnish a most impor- 
tant auxiliary agency, by means of which the larger part 


of the advertising product of the office, consisting of the 


pamphlets deseribed below, was disposed of to good 
advantage during the winter and spring of 1885-6, when 
the greatest activity prevailed, as is the case at this эша 
season of the year. 


Beside the railroads, the office has a large and обноват 
increasing number of correspondents situated both abroad 
and within the Territory, many of whom are especially 
industrious, and who form, collectively taken, an auxiliary 
bureau of only less value and importance than the railroad 
companies themselves. 


If it were desired to have recourse to the approximate 
statistics оп the subject, it would be no exaggeration to 
say that the printed information sent out by this office, 
both directly in the mails, and through the co-operation of 
the railroads and the means so successfully employed by 
them 1n reaching the people, as well as through the vigilant 
volunteer corps of private correspondents of the office, has 
secured from all sources an original distribution among 
fully fifty thousand (50,000) persons. 


THE WORK OF THE OFFICE. 


The act creating the office and defining its duties in 
general terms did not, nor could it, prescribe any formula 
or plans to be adopted or applied to the actual working of 
the office. Hence it followed, that the present incumbent 
simply had to carve out his-own plans as he went along 
and proceed in all respects according to his own best judg- 
ment, with the idea and intention of carrying out the 
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. wishes of the Legislature and advancing the interests of - 


the Territory. 

But it would not be improper to state in this ‘connection 
that what may be termed the newspaper or journalistic 
method of practical treatment has been resorted to very 
generally, and certainly in all cases where it seemed feasible 
and likely to have the desired effect. | 


The use of printer’s ink, in advertising the pamphlet 
and map productions of the office, has been found to work 
extremely well, for one thing. It is fortunately a fact that 


. the existing demand for information about the Western 


States and Territories is very great, and to all appearances 
on the increase. 


Dakota has every right and abundant reason to expect 
her full share of the foreign and Eastern States 
emigration, by making proper: use of the means at her 
command, in letting the world outside know of the re- 
sources of her generous soil, the opportunities in life for 
men and women afforded through her free homes and 
cheap deeded lands, and the thousand and one chances in 
different avocations and pursuits, here awaiting the strong 
hands and willing hearts of the class of people, of both 
American and European birth, who are desired as citizens 
and who must be found where they now live, 14 order that 


they may know 01 these things and be able to act for them- · 


selves in season. 

The most careful attention has been paid to each and 
every request for information, according to the ability of 
the office, and while the funds at its disposal have not pro- 
vided the amount and variety of printed and illustrated 
matter which was of a, reality imperatively demanded, 
means have been found, as will be further explained, to 
at least have every portion of the Territory represented 
and advertised; so that the numerous inquiries made about 
nearly every county, separately named, have been an- 
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swered with due regard to the local and general interests 
to be subserved. | | 


WHEN LETTERS ARE WRITTEN. 


The printed information sent out with as much liber- · 


ality as the resources of the office would admit of, has been 


supplemented in something like two thousand instances by ' 


personal letters. 


The letter books of the oftice will show the character 
and importance of this written correspondence. It maybe 
very true that often times a letter has been written to some 
person whose various questions are practically all answered 
in the printed matter sent him. but it is the opinion of this 
office that it is better policy to write ten letters, however 
unnecessary they may be seemingly, than to seek in a single 
ease to obtain the benefit of any doubt in that direction. 


Very frequently, too, it happens that a letter is written 
from choice, no matter how fully the questions raised may 
be met by the pamphlet, or circular, or newspaper article. 
or even by the map sent: on account of the fact, either 
stated or apparent in the letter received, that the writer 
represents and speaks for many others besides himself. It 
has been found an excellent plan in many. such instances 


- not only to answer his questions one by one, but to volun- 


teer to send the writer any additional information required, 
and any extra copies of different publications for the use 
and benefit of others of his acquaintance. who might be 
interested in Dakota or the West. 


The importance. or necessity rather, of procurmg works 
of reference and securing ready access to other original 
sources of information of various kinds. became apparent 
аб the outset, and great pains have been taken to obtain 
and improve the same. The start made toward, collecting 
a library of reference and information pertaining to the 
purpose and aims of the office. and 1n obtaining valuable and 
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authoritative correspondents covering different lines of 
needed information, will show what has been accom- 
plished, by way of acquisition, on the one hand; and the 
use made of the same, in the single matter of correspond- 
ence with seekers after information, may be seen upon 
examination of the letter copy books of the office. 

The correspondence of the office embraces much more, 
however, than the letter-writing under the above head. 
There are a great many inquiries received at this office, 
and which reach it by reference from the other Territorial 
offices, for information of various kinds, which come from 
parties not land seekers or settlers, but who are yet inter- 
ested in one way or another £n the Territory, and whose 
requests for the desired information are answered with the 
same promptness and care given to any other branch of a 
correspondence which is of somewhat extensive propor- 
tions, aside from its main features in the field of immigra- 
tion and information. | 


COLONY PROJECTS. 


Every possible and proper assistance has been lent all 
colony projects which have come within the knowledge of 
the office. 

This class of correspondence has increased very much 
during the past year. and it has been a matter of no little 
regret that the limited resources and cramped means of 
the office have prevented that larger attention being paid 
to this important field of work, which promises a rich har- 
vest for the seeding. - 

Correspondence under this head with foreign parties 
has failed of the results which would have otherwise been 
within reach, in consequence of the fact that there was no 
printed matter, official and satisfactory in character, fur- 
nished in the German, Norwegian, and other foreign 
languages, to use in furthering the objects both of coloniz- 
ation and general emigration. 
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The foreign-print publications were simply out of the 
question when there was not sufficient means at the com- 
mand of the office to publish the tenth part in English 
alone of what was actually required in the way of material 
and equipment. 

Still what has been accomplished in this direction seems 
worthy of note. Colonies formed in several of the New 
England and Eastern States, and farther west, as well as in 
Canada, have received encouragement and aid, and been 
assisted thereby in securing locations on the public lands, 
in the Central and Northern portions of the Territory. 


The later Vermont colonigs, in the central portion of the 
Territory, are among the largest formed and settled during 
the biennial period under review. 


The very efficient colony work on the line of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, principally west of the Missouri 
River, has also been continued during the same period, the 
German-American settlements in that section being rein- 
forced, in particular, by the Hebron colony. 


For the most part, the colony settlements during this 
time have been small in. numbers each, although not less 
important on that account. 


As far аз heard from, the colonies settled in the Terri- 
tory during the past two years have proved satisfactory, 
meeting with about all the success expected at first, and 
furnishing good examples of what colonies and colonists, · 
under ordinary circumstances, may hope to accomplish and 
secure on coming out to Dakota as settlers and farmers. 


The colonies which invariably do the best in Dakota, 
following the experience of Western States generally, are 
those where there is the largest degree of personal freedóm 
and independence. It is on this account that the smaller 
colonies frequently prove the hardier and thriftier at the 
start, on taking root in this free soil. 
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А reasonable degree of community of interest may ђе 
undertaken with some confidence of success, but the pa- 
ternal system of colonization, pure and simple, has not 
proved satisfactory, to the limited extent already tried 
within the Territory, nor does it meet with the approba- 
tion and encouragement of this office for many reasons. 
The truer and better incentive to exertion 1s lacking in the 
paternal colony, largely composed of persons induced to 
come West, or go South, and if to settle on publie land with- 
out the means even to pay the government price for it, or 
the ability, unaided, to maintain themselves during the 
period of residence and cultivation required to obtain a 
free title thereto, according to law. 

ADVERTISING FOR INQUIRIES. 

- Ше Territory of Dakota. with respect more particularly 
just at this time to the settlement of her free and cheap 
iands, is engaged in a vast business enterprise. It is man- 
ifestly the part of wisdom to apply to the conduct of the 
same those practical business principles which ordinary 
commercial experience has demonstrated are the pillars of 
SUCCESS. + 

Taking and holding to this view, as much money as 
could be spared for the purpose, amounting im all during 
the two years to less than $300, has been spent in adver- 
tising the business of the office, covering the printed ш- 
formation, maps, etc., sent free on application and serving 
to point the way to the greater gifts, nearly as free like- 
wise, which Dakota has to offer at this time. 

The most satisfactory results have almost invariably 
been obtained, and a great deal more could be accomplished 
in the same manner, by the judicious use of printer's ink. 

The inquiries received from this and other sources come 
from all classes of people. The mail of tke office of 
almost any day at the present time will show best for it- 
self. Ап imstance is afforded by the exact date of the present 
writing—Saturday, December 11th— when the letters and 
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postal cards relating strictly to requests for information 
consisted of the following: 15 letters and postals from 
farmers; 2 from newspaper offices; 4 from carpenters; 2 
physicians; 1 lawyer; 1 optician: 1 chinaware dealer; 1 
wholesale chemist; 2 real estate men; 1 mercantile agency; i 
1 capitalist; 1 mechanic; 2 teachers; 2 investors, and 29 not ќе 
disclosing their business identity or intentions, which num- | 
ber seemed from the best analysis possible to imelude 
farmers, investors, and some professional and business men 
seeking locations and homes. 


D 
ue ICT с CE" 


There were 63 letters in all of this description. on this 
date. 

Did space permit 16 might be interesting to refer to 
other features of this correspondence, embracing letters 
from young and old; from men and women; the married, 
single, and divorced; the poor and the wealthy; in every 
station and of many conditions—all attracted somehow 
and by something which the Dakota Northwest has to 
offer. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


Out of the appropriation by the Legislature of $4,000 
for the general expenses of the office for the two years 
ending December 31st, 1886, there was available for print- 
ing and publishing purposes strictly, not to exceed $2,300. 

When it 15 considered that the single edition of the 
large and handsome pamphlet descriptive of the Territory, 
prepared under the authority of the Governor, as an ad- 
junct of the Dakota Exhibit and display at the New Or- 
leans Exposition of 1584-5, cost more than the entire 
available publishing fund proper, it may be more readily 
understood why the publications issued by this office have 
been so few in number, and why it was that something 
more ambitious and satisfactory could not be undertaken, 
with respect both to the general description of Dakota, 
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and its more ‘elaborate presentation by sections and in 
geographical divisions. 

The publications made during the two years consisted 
of 17 numbers of the Monthly Bulletin of the Commis- 
sioner of Immigration, two small pamphlets relating to 
immigration and the Census of 1885, and two editions of a 
map of the Territory. 

In order to creditably maintain the Monthly Bulletin, 
аба time when special efforts were being made to secure emi- 
gration in a broad field of active competition, advertising 
patronage was solicited for its columns, by means of which 
the office was enabled, during the six months from Decem- 
ber, 1885, to May, 1886, inclusive, to publish a pamphlet 
monthly that cost within that time a П е more.than the 
entire amount available for publishing purposes for the 
full period of two years. | | 

The receipts and expenditures on account of the Bul- 
letin for the stated six months are shown in the following 
summary of the cash account, taken from the books on De- 
cember Ist, 1886: 


p---———————— = — ~ — – — на ————— таи ae а - „ае —— —— 


RECEIPTS. | EXPENDITURES. 
The Territorv - 22................ $1448 05 Prinüng and Binding.. e em hh $ 943 68 
Advertisers ...... ........... 84798 | Ра 1.............. 60147 
Miscellaneous Receipts. . 2.-....... 19288 La or | 1.22...................... T1650 
Cash Sales ........................... 22 10 Engraving .. 22-..2.........л........ AOW 
Debit Вајапсе.............--......... 8279 | Stationery, etc.. 722... 90 95 
Total........ sasra 9 9 9 ow 9L э o om o oo 9 o е $2,591 80 4 Тоға1............................. $2,531 80 


There were outstanding advertisers’ accounts оп the 
above date, to the amount of $24.05, and due advertisers 
on advanced payments beyond the May issue the sum of 
$17.54. | 

The Bulletin for the six months named was a large 
pamphlet, 9x12 inches in size, of 16 to 20 pages, printed on 
fine paper, with colored cover and illustrations, and having 
a circulation of as high as 15,000 copies at a time, and а 
total circulation during the six months of 63,000 copies, 
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including several thousand copies of different numbers 
now on hand. | 

While it was impossible to cover the whole Territory 
in detail in the more extended descriptions given by coun- 
ties in the Bulletin, care was taken to select localities and 
sections for this review that would fairly represent Dakota, 
North and South, in a general sense. . 

The aim of the Bulletin, aside from the series of descrip- 
tive articles published during the period referred to. has 
been to give some insight, from month to month, into the 
growth апа development of every portion of the Territory. 


The advertising patronage, while not amounting to 
what might have been expected, was a great help, to be 
sure, and: yet this department of the Bulletin was not 
wholly satisfactory, and for many reasons. It gave rise to 
complaints from those who were not advertisers that an 
official publication of the Territory was being used for 
private advertising purposes, thereby subjecting the office 
and its work to eriticism of a kind which was calculated, if 
continued, to impair the usefuiness of the Bulletin itself in 
certain quarters. : 

So that the advertising department, which had only 
been adopted as a final resort, was abolished after the May, 
1556, number. | 

The experiment made has shown the impracticability 
of resorting to ordinary advertising patronage within the 
Territory as a means of raising funds, which can only be 
obtained with any satisfaction or success at the hands of 
the Legislature. Certain forms and classes of advertising 
might do, in certain publications, but this office is unwill- 
ing to approve or rely on any such means in the ordinary 
course of its work by publication, for the future. 

At the start, the office -fortunately fell heir to about. 
10,000 copies of the pamphlet on Dakota above referred to 
as having been issued for distribution at the New Orleans. 
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Exposition. These pamphlets served an excellent purpose, 
on being judiciously distributed, and served to keep the 
office 1n stock until such time as its own later publications, 
supplemented by the railroad pamphlets, could be used to 
good effect and with satisfactory results. 

An extra edition of the Governor’s Report to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior for 1555, containing valuable statistical 
information compiled in tables from the Territorial Census 
of that year, was obtained from the Public Printer, and a 
larg» number of copies have been used to the best advan- 
tage. 

An extra supply of the Governors Report for 1886 has 
been furnished the office for similar use. 

Two editions, of 10,000 copies each, of a map of the 
Territory, showing the two general divisions of Dakota, 
land districts, Indian reservations, railroads, counties, 
towns, and the larger number of postothces, have been 
issued and distributed. 

The map is of the greatest use and value,and many 
times the number printed could have been used to rare 
advantage. 

А new map of the Territory, revised to date-of January 
Ist, 1357. will be issued shortly, and made а part of the 
published copy of this report. 


EXCHANGES AND CO-OPERATIVE AGENCIES. 


The regular exchange list of the office contains the 
names of several hundred persons residing abroad, mostly 
within the United States, whó are interested in a greater 
or less degree in encouraging and extending the work of 
the office; and also a large number of residents of the Ter- 
ritory. whose similar interest may be taken for granted and 


many of whom are actively engaged in eo-operative work, 


in addition to the official lists proper. comprising Terri- 
torial officers, members of the Legislature, county officers 
reporting to the Bureau of Statistics, officers of other States, 
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Members of Congress and officers of the United States, etc. 


The Bulletin is also sent to the -newspapers of the Ter- 
ritory, and in generous exchange this office is now receiv- 


ing over 150 papers and publications, which are kept on | 


file, constituting a valuable feature of the office, and an 
authoritative source of information frequently in demand. 


The newspaper exchange list includes, besides the Da- 


· kota press and pamphlet publications, about two hundred 


newspapers and magazines published for the most part east 
of the Mississippi River. 

The greater portion of each of the large issues of the 
Bulletin has been distributed directly among the people of 


' those districts in the Eastern and Middle States, Canada, 


and elsewhere, where the traveling agents of the roads 
interested are making an active campaign for Dakota and 
Western immigration. 

Considerable quantities of the same product of the of- 
fice have been furnished individuals engaged in like effect- 
ive work. | | 

The same system is followed with the present limited 
circulation of the Bulletin, averaging from three to five 
thousand copies monthly, as far as can be, the railroads 
and other co-operative agents receiving all the supplies 
which the depleted funds of the office will warrant its 
furnishing. | | 

There could be no better means devised, or methods 
employed оте to the purpose, than those enjoyed and 
used by the railroad companies, and it would be.an excel- 
lent stroke of policy, in the opinion of this office, to supply 
them with more and better publieations, and larger num- 
bers of each, in the future. 

The railroads have not only cheerfully undertaken the 
free handling and distribution of as many copies of the 


a publications of this office as have been furnished them for 


the purpose—in a few instances also contributing to the 
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revenues of the advertising department of the Bulletin— 
but have very generously supplied on their part a large 
amount and variety of printed matter. These pamphlets 
and circulars are found valuable in cases where the desired 
information covers something not furnished either as fully 
or as satisfactorily in any of the official рирповцошя 
provided. | 

Several thousand copies of extra editions of a dumber 
of Dakota newspapers,.including a most excellent agricul- 
tural journal, have been obtained for distribution, and large 
numbers of some very creditable and interesting pamphlets 
published by enterprising counties and individuals in the 
Territory have also been supplied and used for the same 
purpose. | 

The grand total of the number of copies of all pamph- 
lets, circulars, and maps handled by the office during the 
past two years, amounts to 150,000, of which 125,000 were 
official publications; this total including about 10,000 docu- 
ments of all kinds remaining on hand. 

Another means of advertising the Territory, which has 
been given all the attention that time pretty well occupied 
otherwise would permit, is outside newspaper correspond- 
ence. During the two years a number of letters have been 
written, and considerable information by piece-meal has 
been furnished the press abroad. | 


DAKOTA EXHIBITS. 

The act creating the office provided that any ноте ех- 
hibit of the agricultural and other resources of Dakota, 
which might be made by the Territory at any fair or ех- 
position held within the United States, should be in charge 
of the Commissioner of Immigration. 

There was no provision made, however, for the equip- 


ment of any such exhibit or display that might thereafter 


be made, and the only effect of the section in the act re- 
ferred to has been to secure the return of certain articles 
20 
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left at New Orleans, belonging to the notable display made 
by the Territory in 1884-5, at an expense of $148 to this 
office, and the care and charge of the same and other 
articles belonging to the New Orleans exhibit, without any 
provision for their proper preservation in the capitol or 

elsewhere. 

Unquestionably the display and showing made by Da- 
kota at New Orleans resulted in great benefit to the Terri- 
tory, and it was fitting on all accounts that Dakota should 
have been properly represented in the splendid. spectacle; 
more particularly to be noted, of the combined wealth of 
resource of the South and West, the two sections of a 
united country which are to-day bidding for the capital 
and manhood of the tide of emigration which is setting 
in strongly for the future. 

Possibly it would have been ‘good policy to make an 
exhibit at the American Exhibition in London, this coming 
spring, had there been any funds available for the purpose 
in season, but it would have been unwise. to have attempted 
the same without authority of the Legislature. : 


It is respectfully suggested that aside from the question 
and propriety of making an extraordinary expenditure at 
any time, with some particular object in view, it might be 
a good plan for the Legislature to place a certain sum at 
the disposal of this department under the approval of the . 
Governor, to be expended on behalf of the Territory for the 
purpose, in the future. 

It is quite likely that were the Territory to take the 
initiative ш a matter of the kind promising good results, 
the railroad companies might be encouraged or induced to 
contribute liberally toward a common exhibit for Dakota. 

But it is to be borne in mind that the exposition feature 
is merely incidental, after all, to the purposes and work of 
this office, which stands in need of reinforcement and main- 
tenance in other directions first. 
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LOCATION OF OFFICE. 


At the time the office was established, its location at - 


Huron was determined and agreed on, and so became settled 
by common consent. 

Various considerations governed this choice, chief 
among which was understood to be its central . position 


geographically and on the railway map. T. 
дезта Тела 


‘The location of Ше office at Huron was 
many respects, and highly agreeable personally, as a matter 
of course. | "E 

But the fact remained, or may be said to have developed 
with the work of the office, that its geographical situation 
had but little to do with the efficiency of an office, the 
principal business of which was transacted through the 
mails; whereas, absence from the seat of government, the 
Executive and other offices, and the Territorial library and 
records, involved a deprivation of resources which in an 
office of this kind ought always to be within immediate 
reach. | | mE 

The removal of the office to the Territorial Capital, 
which occurred in October last, under direction of the 
Governor, was therefore on all accounts wise and proper. 


DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS. 


The following is a summarized statement of the dis- 
bursement, under the audited statements of the office, of 


the general expense fund provided for its maintenance | 


and equipment, under Section 11. Chapter 66, Laws of 1885: 


Bulletin, first four ізейев....................... $ 155 60 
Bulletin, Nos. 5 to 10 inclusive................. 1,446 05 
Maps and other publishing..................... 416 00 
Stationery and ргіпбіпбе....................... 282 55 
General office supplies, including postage, fuel, etc. 769 09 
Office furniture and fixtures ................... 308 06 
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Expenses on account of New Orleans Exhibit... 14800, 
Compiling census зђа а ћев.................... 141 00 
Sundries; drayage, express, telegraph, ete., - 83 72 
"А ЕСЕ Dalai: cua estere нао teas сор 10 
Tola ЖОЕЛ буба PC $4,000 00 


The postage account shows a total disbursement for 
stamps, up to December 10th, 1886, of $108. (5, and the 
following receipts: The Territory, $525; map sales, $71.75; 
stamps received, $17; debit balance, $95. 

The general expense fund was exhausted in October 
last. and the necessary expenses of the office since that 
time, including some printing and other bills of earlier 
date, have consequently not been audited for payment as 
yet. 

The existing deficit, which is a small one and incurred 
from necessity, will include all accruing expenses up to 
December 31st, and will be presented to the- Legislature for 
examination and approval, with the proper vouchers cov- 
ering the various expenditures as itemized. | 


+ 
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BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 


The collection of statistics of various kinds is very prop-. 
erly made a part of the work of this office, the law declar- 
ing the Commissioner of Immigration to be, ex officio, Ter- 
ritorial Statistician, defining his duties as such officer, and 
placing him in charge of an office which is of secondary 
importance only to the main department of immigration 
^ work proper. 

The use made of statistical information is of the great- 
est value, and toall concerned. Not only does it furnish the 
best of material for the substructure of fact and figures on · 
which the stronger claims of Dakota for immigration and 
new growth may rest, but itis of the highest consequence 
and value to the Territory or State itself, in taking note of 
its own progress, and keeping step, as we may say, in the 
line by counties, which should be frequently inspected, 
efficiently drilled, and by mutual effort and example 
brought up in the greatest degree possible to the standard 
of proficiency which marks the — growth of the com- 
monwealth. . : 

The Bureau of Statistics has - organized and put in 
running order, under the law hurriedly proposed, prepared 
and passed during the last few days of the sixteenth session 
of the Legislature. What has been accomplished, under a 
statute simply mandatory in its provisions, and seriously 
lacking in other essential respects, will serve to emphasize 
the .great importance of the subject matter, and holds out 
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every reasonable promise for the future under the assurance 
of a more satisfactory law. _ 

The present law, which was put in operation as thor- 
oughly as could be during the past year, has merely paved 
the way, and the experience gained thereunder will be of 
the greatest assistance in the future, as it has been of ines- 
timable value in the suggestions which, springing from it, 
are to be embodied in a carefully drawn statute, now being 
prepared for submission to the Legislature, and to which 
further reference is made below. 

The statistics which have been collected under the law 
of 1885, are of three general classes, as follows: 

First—Agricultural and Other Statistics. from county 
ASSESSOFS. | 

Second—Statem ents of County Indebtedness, from county 
clerks and auditors. | 

Third—Vital Statistics, from county coroners. 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 


Returns of agricultural and other statistics required of 
assessors have been made from over forty counties, as 
shown in the accompanying tables. These returns are not 
wholly satisfactory under some heads of itemized informa- 
tion rendered difficult to obtain, in many. cases, growing 
out of the refusal or neglect of farmers and others to 
properly observe the law. 

In order, however, that the comparative worth and real 
value of the statistics as returned may be seen and deter- 
mined. a table has been prepared showing some of the 
leading points of comparison with the census returns for 
the previous year. taken from the Governor’s Report for 
1885. | 

These results, certainly, with respect to the thirty-nine 
counties named in the table of comparisons, are quite satis- 
factory, generally speaking, and there is altogether much 
cause for encouragement. 
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The information compiled in the table relating to tree 
culture, while not as complete as it ought to be and'pos- 
` Sibly incorrect in instances where only partial returns were 
secured, is particularly gratifying. 

This table itself alone presents argument enough to 
show the wisdom of not repealing, but of vigorously 
amending the timber culture law now before Congress. 

No compilations were made by this office of statistics 
partially returned from the forty-three counties reported, 
related to male and female population, land and water 
areas, and assessed valuations. 

The surface areas may perhaps be obtained through this 
or other channels at a later day; but assessors cannot be 
expected to take a census of population, and returns of 
assessed valuations are made to the Territorial Auditor, 
from whose office they can more readily be obtained. 


Of the forty-two organized counties from which no 
compiled returns were received, twenty have no county 
assessor, who is the officer Tequired to report to the Terri- 
torial Statistician. From several of these counties the 
township assessors’ blanks and original farmers’ state- 
ments were received either in full or in part, but there were 
no means of compiling or using the same. 


Over twenty counties having county assessors make no 
returns whatever, for which no proper defense can be 
offered, faulty and weak though the law is found. 


INDEBTEDNESS AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


} | 

The present law would:be satisfactory enough, with 
regard to the compilation by county clerks and auditors 
of statements of county indebtedness, if those county 
officers would be а little more prompt, as a class, having 
but to devote a few hours of their time, twice a year, to 
the task of filing out the blanks provided them for the 
purpose. 
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It took four months and a good many repeated requests 
by circular and letter, to complete the statement for the 
Territory bearing date January Ist, 1886, and the general 

statement for July Ist, 1886, is yet incomplete. 


The tables given, showing the county indebtedness and 
financial condition of each section of the Territory, as 
made up include the partial returns made by the counties 
designated, six months previous to the date of the current 
statement. | 

The returns of vital statistics are practically complete 
failures, for the reasons at hand. 

The county coroners were compelled to rely on the 
reports made voluntarily to them by other physicians, 

midwives, clergymen, and magistrates. So far as the phy- 
siclans are concerned, it may be taken for granted that 
they will not make these reports to one of thei own 
number, and that they are averse to making any report of 
. the kind whatever, except it be in compliance with a strict 
· and just law relating to the registry of deaths and births. 

The good work sought to be performed by the great. 
majority of coroners, without compensation or a just meas- 
ure of thanks, has thus proved in vain. 

There 1s some consolation for this failure of . ilis law in 
what will be acknowledged an important particular, afford- 
ed by the Report for 1885 of the Secretary of State for 
Ohio, commenting on the extreme difficulty of gathering 
these statistics. 

The experience in that State, after some years of trial, 
points to the recommendation that the collection of vital 
statistics be left entirely to the various county and city 
boards of health, the comparative efficiency of whose 
methods and machinery has been tested. 

There can be no question but that this plan, as far as. 
it may be adopted, would succeed the best in Dakota as 
well as in Ohio. 
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. Before proceeding to the matter of needed recommend- 
ations, it 1s desired to express the thanks and appreciation 
of this office for the co-operation and valuable assistance 
of those county officers, including assessors, auditors 
and clerks, and coroners alike who have so faith- 
fully performed their duties under circumstances frequent- 
ly very trying and vexatious, and without other compen- 
sation than the consciousness of having obeyed the law and 
served their counties and the Territory in all respects 
creditably and honorably. The refusal of a few of their 
number to attempt to make the law a success renders the 
° cheerful compliance of the rest, who happily were in the 
large majority, all the more conspicuous and gratifying. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The following recommendations and suggestions are 
respectfully submitted: 


The business апа responsibility of qe M all the 
county statistics required should be attached to the office 
of record kept by the county clerk or auditor of each 
county. | 


In case a registry of deaths, births and marriages is pro- 
vided for by law, it would be proper to fix suitable fees for 
. the keeping of the same in the clerk’s office, and this form 
of compensation would be adequate for the purpose. 


Assessors should be required to collect the agricultural | 


statistics provided for and designated, atthe time of taking 
the regular annual assessment, or as nearly so as possible, 
and make their returns within a specified time to the 
county clerk or auditor of each organized county. 

There should be provided, according to the law passed 
by the Legislature, by and in each county, a certain reason- 


able compensation for the extra time and expenses incurred ` 


in the collection of these statistics by the assessors, and 
their compilation by the county clerks and auditors. 
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It might be well to leave the amount of such expendi- 
ture, within and not exceeding a certain specified sum, to 
‘be determined by the board of county commissioners of 
each county. 

The accounts of assessors might be audited by the 
county clerk or judge, and those of the clerks and auditors 
sent.to this office, or audited by the respective county 
boards themselves. | 

No compensation is necessary to secure the returns of 
the county indebtedness statements. which should be 
required of county clerks and auditors the same as at 
present, but under an authority carrying with it the addi- 
tional weight of a penalty clause, to be made a part of the 
entire statute relating to statistics. 

The spirit of these and other suggestions looking to the 
same end will be carried out in the new statute to be offered 
during the session of the — as a substitute for the 
existing law. 

It is trusted that bills may be introduced also, from 
another source, providing for the registry law above re- 
ferred to, and for the collection of vital statistics, either 
through the county boards of health, or by some other 
available means, such ав may appear. There will be no 
more impossible demands made upon the coroners, in any 
legislation which may be -proposed at the suggestion or 
with the consent of this office, and there can be nothing 

. more accomplished than. has been until the registry of 
deaths, еђе., is first fixed by law. 
| EXPENDITURES. 

There is no salary or compensation provided for the 
Territorial Statistician, nor is any required, the county ой: 
cers only standing in need of special and moderate com- 
pensation, for the reasons above given. | 

The law makes provision for the necessary expenses in- 
curred by this office, and the extra labor on the part of the 
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commissioner personally, on account of the Bureau of Sta- 
tistics, is very cheerfully contributed by way of grateful 
compensation for the results obtained and expected, with 
respect to the excellent immigration material and statis- 
tical information for general use, which facts and figures 
furnish so satisfactorily. | mE 
The following is a summary of such expenditures.as 


have been made, under authority of'law and by approval 


of the Governor as 18 required, up to and including Decem- 
ber Ist, 1886: 


Blanks, stationery and prinfing............, $ 951 05 
Е рибар: иы: 216 08 
КОСОВО cesso Eua cod M ы T 59 00 
Freight. ......... — —————— 20 15 
Toledora раја а а казеин ја ыды ees 2 05 
Юткауаее..................... ОР 4 50 
Sundries............... аа | 4 (5 
uv ооо 91,257 58 


The number of blanks of all kinds furnished by this 
о се for the purpose of collecting and compiling statistics, 
including several thousand blanks on hand, amounts to 
160,000. | 
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SUDIIVATED ACREAGES AND PRODUCTS FOR 1885. 
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1 
WHEAT. OATS. CORN. BARLEY. | RYE. BUCK WHEAT. POTATOES. | FLAX SEED. 
COUNTIES. ` | Е | | 
° 1885. 1884. 1885. 1584. 1885. 1884. 1885. 1884. | 1885. 1884. 1885. | 1884. | 1885. 1884. | 1885. 1884. 
Aurora .............. (Bu.)|  168,207| 285,348) 161,967 200,200 128,220! 155,115 8,432 6,108 490 1,221 174 1,884] 27,745 48,6871 106,980) 120,849 
Багпевз аа нео 1,188,213) 1,400,842] 454,198] 628,101 2,075 1,597 58,059 57,678 575 2,518 110 94; 45,872] 80,665 8 
Beadle .....................| 1,226,028} 611,197 47,474) 398,768] 294,914] 207,916 58,505 49,817 8,978 2,616 799 1,49; 80,307 98,799] 106,121] 26,473 
BENSON безнен оао 175,104} 19,159) 96,450) 28,808...... ... 1121 5,719 62 350 edes еј 12,475) 123798) 1,15 21 
Drüle cssc se Un Аға 130,425 264,550 99,810) 247,445] 105,165! 170,896 6,762) 9,987 044 1,242: 105 702: 34,812 30,710 48,492 22,909 
Buffalo .................... 14,547 4,486." 21,961 5.608 25,430 12,188! 538 80 растерни | 20! 7,920 8,2171. 11,087 1,979 
Виејрћ....................| 276,556} 259,697 188,524 817,275 11.613 18.680) 18019 5,439 OO) БТН | 476 60| 45,667 84,410] 16,380 
Campbell .................. 1,145 100 8,026 ‚97: 2,281 6,250 : 95 Ла а RAUM ода дн А 3,738 4,071 8,884 160 
Clark ы ыы ал 439,072) 488,587] 288,727] 267,100 91,4711 49,845 88,784] 26,088 833 584 14 970: 3,788 56,804 46,575 6,656 
Douglas ................... 49,831| 56,796] 196,078) 151,004] 149,467 188,025 4,561 2.428 588 656 349 939; 19,186 27,847, = 125,693] 158,214 
Байу не таи anas 93,736 60,953 52,087 57,199/.......... 870) 5,274 ЕТ кн СТЕК кы 126, 4940] 14,420 К 10 
Edmunds .................. 887,864, 65,059] 288,810] 56,858 24,288 16,6201 17,274 1,549 22 113; 28,408] 13,026 6,446 1,280 
Ostet аана а 192,782) 198,999 74,663 64,432 75 са 5,782 Я | 8,008] ___ 400 2190] ес А 
Стїрр<............. rae 540,535|‘ 498,714] 900,796| 191,817 1,479 240 29,204 18,666 | 20: 16,606 28,817 5 
Hanson 230,343} 229,099} 985,486 297,052) 181,702| 116,236 mon 20,474 2,137 2,723! 118 807 30,752 27,861; 110,349 81,129 
Hutchinson 178,783, 285,847; 529,191; 449 EE 333,481. 252.563 11,611 20,289 2.608 3,175: 187] 415: 38,184 42,214 882 817 882,688 
ке САНИ E И Не ; 20.975 ,800| 98,905 35,500 ‚4° ‚650! Б85|..... 30) | „17 12,650 7,658 17,420 : 
Lake 390,049. 245,292) 512,997 234,098] 98,805, 28,360 68,411. 46,194 8,794 1,770; 189, 326, 8.487| 26,7801 189,134 42,385 
LaMoure ан 429,128) 279,176) 175,076] 207,419. 420 2700) 15,448) 6,607 50, 31 о. Ва 
McLean 77,499] 27,598; 41414 62,162 8,9851 12,846 1,018 202 101 £7] 60! 21! 14,96) 22,929 М 
McPherson ................ 110,329 12,319 38,509 18,568) 2,610 2,902 9,208 117 15 ТЕТЕ 18 6,619 4,329 19,078 597 
Мегсег. . 10,364 8,197 8,86 10:300, 2,602! 4,59 „a 856 256 ee ессе dta 4,858 Е и 
МЕ анны 158,841] 231,645) 810,640 178,681 88,306 85,240 52,426 19,258 2,248! 623; 481. 8,634; 58,477 10,553, 141,863; 68,278 
Moody | 873,491 369,561 546,805) 428,129 61,633 52,185, 105,560] 107,322 1,217; 2,939'...... T Р РИ 99,215) 258,478 91,108 
Morton ....................! 50,427 29,681 85,788 99,252 16,590 50,228 10,206 4,584... ...... | 430, 125 292, 51,610 97,525 1,493 216 
Nelson, ККЕ 558,585| 132,525] 208,487 128,450 ) 5| 18000 8,696 161. ӨС Сы; ' 17,607 20,880 1,096 
liver 3,66 1,81 19,870 29,010 4,346 8,16: 96) 60. | |. 20. — 3.139 8,475 ВЕ NE 
BORE A one to dE EE МЫК 158,759! 881,887 321,825} 568,903 4,334! 49,052 28,889] 57,368 218 427! 135 2,904: 28,0) 10,15 11,877 684 
SROlerts ИЕЛЕНЕ 124,826] 250,40 65,878} 114974 14447 22,765 1.725 11,205 90! 350, 25 | — 10,685) 18,887 143 
Rolette Ки ‚485 40,363 16,792] ..... mor | : Ed 4,1951.......... ТИН | rey ...' 16,908 TUE У | | 
BDI MMC 1,872,011| 1,616,449] 801,150 740,675) 161,395 266,918) 159,08 96,172 3,086, 2,118! 94 508, 74,0281 107, 8,144 4177 
ia A 49,112 18,538 72,038 94,309 3,586 4,776: 1,828 2,069/...... AME 20 lust. 198' 8,965 38,106 ОЗ ios на «а 
Stutsman па edat 725,015| 1,100,456 320.976] 708,201 80! 405 41,506, 30,4061........ »" ВОО 827, 81,45] 85,285 4,544 1,681 
Sully 120,991 86,6461 95,515 86,740 77,863 27,479 5,404 714 671 484| 61 40, 40,866 15,565 34,244 5,810 
Towner ................... 113,145 8.455] 38.561)  15988|.......... 40 1,198, ЛИН ЕРНИ невина ТТИ НТ О 
Turner....................| 87,305] 96,514] 521,217] 388,152) 506,770) 414,446; 10,892 16,861 5,060 5,658 807 1,794, 38,570) 47,016 181,780) 136,189 
Walworth ..».............. 31,900 3,906 72,181 11,766, . .10,004| 10,010 2,016 160) 599 ПВО estais 105; 12,716 7,258 4,478 16 
W AEC а ade иы шанды 5,687 2,445 11,830 1,335! 310 730 TU КК кесер Bis Алда Ед 4,445 ДО | ТИЕК ТРИ 
Yankton ...................| 7 7,855 81.349} 105,887|  281,790| 628,085] 418,898 7,329 8,858 2.819 2,071 | 1,504 391| 86,10 40,524) 188,188] 160,965 


————ы——- ————-—— 


i 


er ee ee ee нон 
Totals for 89 counties ..| 11,786,202| 9,790,288. 8,631,474| 7,734,874) 2,996, 82,524) 39,707) 6,827 


20,784. 891,024! 1,828,781) 2,085,383} 1,286,701 


2,113,151 943,409 624,266 


FOREST TREES PLANTED, NURSERIES AND PRINCIPAL VARIETIES. 


FOREST TREES PLANTED. NURSERIES. 
COUNTIES. No. Trees | No. acres Whole No. Rods 
Arbor day | Season of | No. acres | оп public Number. 
1886. 1885. growing. | highway. 
Aurora ..........|............ 677 | - 1,179 15,181 
Вагпев........:.. 40 644 1,459 6,215 
Beadle 9,963 2,128 3,763 24,816 | 8 
Вепзоп ..... 2 107 80 |... .... 
*Brule 200 1,563 2,114 21,088 2... 
Buffalo...........]............ 86 90 4.021 1 
Burleigh Le 304 555 2,624 222. 
Clark ,...........|............ 652 1,087 11,485 2... 
Eddy .. e je nate 15 21 ее .. 
*Edmunds, NEMINEM 80 102 256 ... 
Foster... LLL. пинин 93 98 80 1 
Griggs.. ..... 800 800 |., THEM TEM 
Hanson .......... 50 | 698 2,328 85,699 m 
| 
Hutchinson 24... 299 3,043 18,190 
Hyde.. . 3,300 305 505 1,050 |................. 
Jerauld .... ...... 2 541 1,127 15,740 
Lake ............ VEMM 635 8.875 44,005 
LaMoure ........'............ 982 607 2,054 
McLean..........]..... ..... 218 321 ll. .. 
McPherson ......]............ 16 22 TIO |... »............. 
Mercer.......... . .... 72 - 98 51|................. 
iner... . 2,890 670 1,786 30,121 |................. 
Moody........ ..... 2....... 8,118 2....... 
Morton ..... 150 170 800 |................. 
Nelson .......... 8,000 164 232 615 
Оћуег............!........... 66 44 360 
Бапвога.......... ............ 262 525 6,692. 
Roberts..........|. КООГА 61 267 2,589 
Rolette...........].. 28 21 281 
Spink.............].. 1,888 2,966 52,825 
Stark....... m 1.100 222 243 459 |................. 
Stutsman.........]..... HERUM 323 856 1,402 |. 
Sully....... .... А 25 244 282 5,848 |. 
ЖТүа Ш...........!............ 24... 989 |............|,... 
Тагпеғ............ 890 8,817 87,087 |.... 
Walworth .......]....... 7 5 100 
Yankton. ........ 2...... 279 2,941 9,790 
. | - MEE MEME UM 
Totals and Sum- | | 
mary for 97 25,020 14,977 41,515 358,831 7 
Counties,.... | 
*Returns Incomplete. 
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VARIETIES PLANTED CHIEFLY. 
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VARIETIES HAVING SUCCEEDED BEST. 
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1! Box Elder, Cottonwood, Soft Maple, Ash, Willow, Balm 


of Gilead. 
Box Elder, Ash, Elm, Cot onwood. 
Box Elder, White Ash, White Willow, Cottonwood. 
Cottonwood, Box Elder, Walnut, Maple, Willow. 
Box Elder, Cottonwood; Ash. 
Cottonwood, Box Elder. 
‘Ash, Box Elder, Cottonwood, Maple. 
Box Elder, Ash. 


| .|. Box Elder, Soft Maple, Ash, “Mulberry, Willow. 


Box Elder, White Ash. 5 

Box Elder, Cottonwood. 

Cottonwood, Soft and Hard Maple, Box Elder, Elm, Lo- 
cust, Balın of Gilead, White and Black Ash, Catalpa, 
Butternut, Black Walnut, Shell-bark Hickory, ‘Poplar, 

Cottonwood, 

Box Elder, Cottonwood, Ash. 


"Cottonwood, Box Elder, Ash. 


Box Elder, Ash, Cottonwcod, Maple, Willow, Balm of 
Gilead, "Locust, Walnut, Basswood. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Ash, Willow, Soft Maple, Elm, 

Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Вох Elder, Cottonwood, Willow, Ash, Maple. 

Cottonwood, Maple, Willow, Ash, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Cottonwood, Ash, Maple, Willow, Horse 
Chestnut, Locust, Black Walnut, Beech, 

Box Elder, Cottonw ood, Ash. 

Box Elder, Ash, Oak. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder, Ash, Maple. 

Box Elder, "Cottonwood, Soft Maple, Ash, Elm, Oak, 
Basswood, White Willow, Black Walnut. 

Soft Maple, Poplar. 

Box Elder, Cottonwood, Ash, 
“Elm. 

Box*Elder, Cottonwood. 

Box Elder, Cottonwood, Ash. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder, Ash, Soft Maple. - 

Cottonwood, Box Elder, Willow, Ash. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder, Soft Maple, Willow, Walnut, 
Catalpa, Butternut, Oak, Beech, Balm of Gilead, Lom- 
bardy Poplar, Ash. 


Maple, Willow, Poplar, 


"Cottonwood, Ash. 
Box Elder, Ash, Willow, Cottonwood. 


Box Elder, Cottonwood, Balm of Gilead, Ash. 


Box Elder, Ash, Cóttonwood, Elm. 
Box Elder, White Ash, Cotton wood. 
Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Cotton wood, Ash. 

Box Elder. 

Ash, Box Elder, Cottonwood. 

Box Elder. 


‘Box Elder, White Ash. .244..2.......... 2. 


Box Elder. 


Cottonwood, Soft Maple, Ash, Box Elder, Poplar. 


1 
M 
| 
| 
i 


Cottonwood. 
Cottonwood, Box Elder. 


t. Peeves 


Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Elm, Ash. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Cottonwood, Ash, Willow. 


Cottonwood, Maple, Willow, "Ash, Box Elder. 


Box Elder, Cottonwood. 


Box Elder, Cottonwood and Ash. 
Box Elder, Oak. 

Cottonwood, Box Elder. 

Box Elder, Cotton wood. 


Box Elder, Ash, Cottonwood, Willow. || 


Box Elder, Cottonwood. 
A 
Box Elder, Cottonwood. 


э» °з 


Cottonwood, Box Elder, Willow, Ash. 
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1 Cottonwood, Box Elder, Maple, Ash, Black Walnut, 


Mulber ry. 


Ash, Basswood, Balm of Gilead, Beech, Box Elder, But 


ternut, Catalpa, Chestnut, Cottonwood, Elm, Hard Ma- 
ple, Hickory, Locust, Mulberry, Oak, Poplar, Soft Ma- 
ple, Walnut, Willow. | 


ae 


ee 


Cottonwood, Mulberry, Ash, Maple, Walnut, Box 
E 


Ider. 


Ash, Box Elder, Cottonwood, Elm, Maple, Willow 
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LIVE STOCK, 1886, AND OTHER PRODUCTS, 1885. 2 


T —Ó— n 


2 У Mtn 


Фа Асл С кво жа са те а к жж. E 


CATTLE. 


HORSES. 


ои n—— 


HOGS. 


лота тањи 


Стив вра потат 


COWS, BUTTER AND 


Under 8 Years 
О 


е 


3 Years Ola Under) 8 Years 


and Over, 


* 


8 Years 
and Over. 


Old 


SHEEP. 


WOOL. 


Ali Ages. 


CHEESE. 


РА 
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а= mae — 4 
Алғоса..... ............ ..............| 2,582 240 1,244 123 437 87 1,648 69 150 2,522 178 899 18 465 8,540 2,272 68,289. 50 i 
Ваупев........................... ......| 2,128 18 | 1,574 17 395 2| 1,786 -F 289 | 4,082 9 848 |........ 508 | 2,724! 1,681 | 125,800 | 1,145 - | 
Beadle .,........,.........,..,. ,.,....| 6,888 282 3,980 91 996 33 4,205 37 388 8,520 37 2,600 185 1,792 | 11,689 8,884 110,225 2,185 " 
Вепвоп,,....................,.......... 044. 90 999 12 44 2 479 12 71 879 818 20 6 15 . 87 461 30,249- 100 UU 
Bon Нопипе,,............... , .......|.,.. о. ndr nne aleae ees tende hmmm hme о. | с өс ва | заза ооа аана аа ааа оен аваа анаа ааа аана 
Вобіпсав.........,....................1...1.....1...1..0.4410......Һ 6222,9 (6 -Г9-Өе.42.2.2.2.2.2.442....0..4.0....4.......0.0...20.......2.2.2.2.41,Һь.... 44015011, 4а 
ВгооКіпрв.......... esee е eem dm mem 12... ее 41 ек | оса. а пи јал ге они emen а |а за, еее 5722... на јелен. 
Вгоуп...............................2221...224.. | слао | хи оона аа pee bemessen ese јоне» зеље арии өз е essel leeren 2.5.4....1........ | е дөн зао lesen 
Вгше.,,.,.............................. ‚666 180 2,001 38 711 200 2,201 | 30 158 8,626 8 441 241 298 2,291 | -1,988 75,367 | 
ВаЖд10,,............................ ,. 148 7 592 |........ 109 |......., 388 (........ 64 692 8 841 2 44 240 397 18,908 |,....... 
Вшодһ..‚............................ 2,816 140 1,045 26 588 20 1,238 44 165 1.680 154 3,845 588 2,826 | 16,281 813 48,680 46 
ЖБайс...,.....;............. ........ 11111 |........ 212 40 1,725 5 10 1 17 958 7 8,701 |........| 1,208 3,800 110 7,185 50 . 
Campbell ,,....2....................... 1,068 103 1,801 1 Ма 18 974 7 17 824. |,.......|..,.851 175 428 549 28,584 |........ | 
Савв..........,........................|-2......Д.......2... 1.5. | уве |ы ДД] РРЦ ЕИ ЕИ ЦИ И ЦИ 
Cavaller ,............................221.2......4........1...4..6.(0..ы (1 1 | ооо edes edes Шш, ОИНИ НОНИ КООН ОНОН ИОНИ 
Charles Міх,..........................8.......1....22..1.....2...4......4............0...0.1.......1 6660. ира | слан лиги 1582 ока [ зиви ву вх [линь ае Гра е D 
Clark ..,...................,....,...... 1,042 65 1,46 48 288 55 1,863 16 167 | 2,887 79 1,051 51 944 |“ 6,485 1,468 66,755 
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Codington ЕИО nmn eem pne еге елес emnes mene | теге НИНИН ИИИНИН 
Custer ..........................22222241.22..... јаве ния НОО [sens сали |а vans enne ки О О МООА и оо КОИ ин НИНИ 
Davison .,.............................1........4....2...4.....Ҙ...6.......... sees enn enne rmm mH pes deemÓ bean denne НИНЕ 
Пау,,.,..... 44 зен ходе weet кат ала ве да | ау ча зоо эле ооо | ы и љ ад ие | еа а + ә у а | +» re ак аа | ув вв за pepe озеро јав 4 | дров вра а | п ооо ра со | уд неа #› | во вра оз |в) ве ов а а | аа аа ор об но | ла во ге га 
OC er сина pem denne ШИШ ТОКЫ еее ее КЕН БОКЕ ЕЛАН [за ені ИЛИИ |. ли на но sree agence | рва вок 
Піскеу.................................1........ е. к. 6.2.0 5....Д........|........Д........1,....2...1....,2...........1........ eene deemed armenia 
Повор/ав,...............................| 9,419 65 2,598 94 417 501 1,469 98 252 4,078 39 922 19 851 1,887 1,580 63,167 8,595 
Ейду................ Ead veer вам ама 524 91 280 8 40 46464... 449 6 50 447 2 17 жоя» е» ве | куз» з tote [роз оз 841 28,400 овез tn» 
Ейтиілбв.................... ........ 1,369 24 1,157 6 178 2 1,928 17 188 1,015 84 94 |........ 40 895 25,540 ' 
Бтїтзоп8....,..‚.‚..,.................... 24............  ) | ооо зови | erence не | eee cane вне ве вх | owas 4... 2..........|........1... 0 өз іше уз. ааа ааа ааа ааа оа анаа на аана 
Fall River ...,....... eee teen нови в | пен» на» nhat mmm ао оваа ооо ночо оонада оа овое тана аа аа ана оаа аана ааа неее ааа ооа өз [рав ыы, ЕИ 
Башк, ,.,... ser o vao жа ва ке вз ке кад өзек ва | кино зла а јан на +» о із ғаз кома [59 ниви ее | ви eens а, | ва веек ов | оне ороз [овоо te sel воно жуз «је чак овое оваз яз # я | ава ров о [а ово во ви» | рано аков | убаждвов | ње» ње | ә о жо эе оо вв | зола зона | 
Бовіев................................ 215 |........ 212 4 2.4... 881 5 85 819 |........ 66 |........ 2 88 385 264 7,000 
, Grand Когкв.......,,....,.. ree ЦА en ЧИ РРЦ | уп анални ооо жо оа e ee e h 
ТИ ..235+% 1 зноя | го за vel 498999416949 го ге | а. ра во | ву ео ер • Seto 9t го | со оо ов со | 14 eevee во Hore 690 eh | го эө е но | aves + ет, јаве se о « | о» ее зо | поправен | «те соло | ог ло фо |» о еф оо зо с» | осете » 
Отїг&8..............................., 092 618 2 88 961 5 170 | 1,200 50 286 |........ 158 947 046 65,1% 250 
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COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS—NORTH DAKOTA. 


Summary of July Ist, 1886. 


COUNTIES. 


| | | 

The Тегїогу................. | $2,376,808 | $700,701 $88,650 
а дена ew НЕ 

North Ракога................. | 726.123 | 345,907 | 46,240 
Se a E eee 4 —— naan 
Barnes | 55,000 ! 40,552 | 330 
Henson uoo а ба ota hand) | 7,500 9,819 | 136 
IBIIUIBSB сы аи Gees | ева алан ЫНЫ ion ade pees 
Bottineau саса қора eee ре 6,843 | See ee ae ES 
*Burleigh ............ ууу... 5 67,650 30,000 |. ER 
CARS ........... | 55,000 48,827 25,641 | 
Cavalier.. ....... | 000 6,526 1.. mE 
Dickev ... Suc 19,000 4,000 1,200 
Ено НИНА НИ | 9,500 1319 ТЕКТЕН 
ner Етекке Теке тиан 25,081 |. ЕКЕ 
POSED РРР dees sok ane Мәке Без ee | GIS ован рака ose 
Grand Когкв.................... T5130 аи бива ари | 6,500 

TEES ааа 30,000 26,012 }................ 
*Kidder : 20,000 | 5,885 | Я 
Та: Моше: а ee hee olen CER : e 11,919 | ПОВ РЕ А 
[55:2 "T 3,000 ; 
О блиц воа [рини зидани | D D инв анода 
McIntosh ........- xpo MK. ара рев аи 2,605 |. à 
МсеГеап.........................1.- Ко 13,622 
NECTCOT чы за hae и ыан А at SNR E eee 4,096 TEE 
Morton. а Diver Ьа n а ыры: 65,000. 851 | 1,696 
Nelson о ieee 30,000 PAT lg ee дине о 
о eee ЕРТ ВУД illl ара я 
Pembina’ socere uix um EN ED AS 40:000 15.22.5 RASEN 
а Жун exe 20,000 14,000 !. HE 
*Ransom gtk deh арап AET 5,000 » У ТЕСУ 
Бісмапа......................... | СТА ТОКА sacs | -8,423 
Rolette | —À 19,110 ова 
Загрен ааа 10,000 0/022. | xoi es жыялы Уз 
SEEK ex tuts cee eta es ees 15,00 |... vm | ^ 
Steele ...... - META со 23,603 1... ы i 
Stutsman... ss. реа о erce bees | 66,500 17,481 |. Кет 
Тозупег ......................... | 17,000 КЕЛІДЕ КӨРКЕМ 
Traill | 2,310 3,116 2,914 
AM АЕ cee ta сауа дасы ue dt aste | 25,000 ОАВ и а а и 
} Ward PM ЖУ —Ó—À "—— ГА я А 
ТИИ МИ ed уш: 5,962 | | | 


*Returns far January Ist, 1886. 


Amount of Amount of 
Amount of | Warrants Out- | Cash in Sink- 
Bonds Issued. standing, ing Fund. 


Мо Indebtedness. 


Amount of 
Cash on Hand 
for Warrants. 


— 


$192, 974 
67,093 


зо лова то eee И rave ө а э э а т э ө э эъ ө «= 


** 99 926€ е а =з е э 9$ ва # зот е * 998 * = ht 


чьих че даа | е а во ew ser saat з = = 


1,125 
11,816 
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COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS—SOUTH DAKOTA. 


Summary of July 1st, 1886. 


е чие нати амини таи ктот каам ж он ........... - — 9 + + С -= ~ 


Amount of Amount of Amount of 
Amount of | warrants Out- | Cash in Sink- | Cash on Hand 


COUNTIES. Bonds Issued. standing. ing Fund. for Warrants. 


————- 


The Теггиогу................. $2,376,808 $700,601 $88,650 $122,974 


1,650,685. 354,794 49,410 55,951 


| По eT EE EE 


South Dakota................. 


ЖАпгога................ 
Beadle .............. 


| 
| 


'ЖВоп Нотте................,.. 27,000 


Brookings ...................... 2,500 10,000 2,060 |- 1,686 

DOWD Іі oes ранк КИМ oe twigs aac ара 912 |................ 11,845 

је она is tee Pa seta a ate aed mM ERR 18,769 |................ 1,084. 

Варна Осе а нее Da S es Ки 87 2% 

Butte ................ 

Campbell ......... 

Charles Міх....................... 

Сатен Co EHE 

Clay а о ke vates 

Coding tan — i 

Сабет о ee ы» - 

*DAavisOD siis er rp Ca wales 65,000 

Рене oue ин aime из "DP 

Douglas. мне eset nun eus] MERITI Sa duret 6,509 

*Edmunds ................... .. 15.000 ЕКЕНИН 

КАН ИМОИ ans не СЯ 

Hamlin . еее ве ча ве вк ео ея 4...2...21................ 5,579 ......!........ 567 

Hanson ......................... 

Hughes............. 

Hutchinson ........... 

Hyde орао aanert 

ОНАН ae M es ии 
ngsbury ............ ... 

РО АЮ 


7880 |.......... 
‚2668 во зо че •. да “440 74 


кі 
pa 


gie: 
gs: 


Lawrence............... 

ЇАпсоп................ 

ЖМсСооК ....................... 
*McPherson .................... 
Махтзћаћ........................ 
TEE, uc cir ан ан is ae e da 
Minnehaha. fig tcc ин cer tay ‚ 19,950 ee 
Pennington ..................... 64,900 41,832 Ро 268 
POLICE, o РАНИ SCR eS 10,000 D000 а са поља ы Bn Sul tai ace 
Корен C esl ne arte eect ghee) 12,000 29 BOE decisa ан ы аса esencia ағын dates e 
сына сфе cesta c elio Е еби 8,449 |................ 1,246 
SDIBE где dine диа her ФА ии gh dE EE Tall hie ies ки ад 4,571 
ЦИ И cerit а 12,000 абез Pear deus 1,608 
STUDET а њу nee a wane 2,000 Ра Дом сызык даа locu Au E aaa ed 
UBIOB o cuu аи кана еВ: . 24,150 +5,000 734 1,300 
ЖАУАНТОЙ 2455-45 оа vs а оа ҚЫРЫМ Е МУ а а и разы Dae Ma ee V 
uf E 249,100. РРР ted а РН EE 
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*Returns for January 156, 1886. +Other Floating Indebtedness, 
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DAKOTA WEATHER SERVICE. 


— —————áÓ 


The organization of the Dakota Weather Service in con- 
nection with this office was undertaken during the summer 
of 1885, by co-operation and through the kind assistance of 
the Chief Signal Officer, United States Army. 

The importance of an enterprise allied so closely to the 
purposes and work of the Department of Immigration, 
cannot be lightly estimated, and it is gratifying to be able 
to report a good beginning, which promises satisfactory 
development in several directions. 

The nine stations of the United States Signal Service 
reporting to this office are situated and described as fol- 
lows: 


———M—M— мод oem — € MÀ € же пи tmm eme mem пон eis am 


Locality. Latitude. | Longitude. 


Missouri Valley: ! ? 
ње Која pao) Sei RM TTC 49 45 97 3 
өне noli cb iet ERE а P EN dat reo ТТТ а ив P b OL 98 90 
Fort Sully.. 2 Залал KT COU 101 44 

Extreme Northwest: 

Moorhead . n TE o 90 50 
St. Vincent. . Dueh DP xL Ea пое тр кара АВ ТЕ ire SI eA а A И СЕ 49 00 97 00 
Fort Totten.. асы. 98 57 
ТАРО «КОЛЛ до оо и КУО а ране ШО“ ЧА 108 58 
Fort Buford.. а ее И Оон К а ова ар и. ВО 10 98 

Northern Slope: н 

Deadwood онн о uds 725 108 43 


The accompanying diagram will show the relative loca- 
tion of the stations designated above, with respect to the 
area and general surface of Dakota Territory. 

Two of the stations, as now situated, on the Red River 
of the North, are in Minnesota, namely: Moorhead and St. 
Vincent, which points on the map correspond, respectively, 
with Fargo and Pembina, Dakota. 

The monthly reports furnished are made good use of in 
the publications of the office, by way of adding the statistics 
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‘of the weather to the other -information sent abroad 
respecting the soil, climate, etc., of Dakota. 

The actual rainfall, with the exact facts about the distri- 
bution of rainfall and other characteristics of the weather 
as it is experienced, are laid before the reader, who 18 asked 
to take very little for granted on this head. 

The text accompanying the tables published every 
month in the Bulletin of the Commissioner of Immigration, 


is prepared with the view of cultivating a more general 


interest in the subject-mutter, giving prominence to those 
climatic conditions in Dakota which furnish such strong 
arguments in its favor as an agricultural region and a 
healthful and agreeable place of residence. 

The tables given herewith present the monthly sum- 
maries, respectively, for April, July, October and January, 
1886, which represent the four seasons of the year, апа by 
reason of the comparisons made, in connection with the 
record of observations during each month, serve to show 
pretty well the kind of weather on an average in Dakota, 
according to past and present conditions of atmosphere 
and climate. The reports furnished from Ft. Sully having 
been incomplete and not received for all the months 
named, the observations from this station will be omitted 
from the tables. | 

A practical branch of the signal service, designed for 
the benefit of farmers and citizens of the Territory, is the 
transmission of daily weather forecasts by wire from 
Washington. 


These .daily indications are now furnished for Eastern 


Dakota, and are repeated from the Huron station, and dis- 
played by the proper signal flags at a number of places. 

It is designed and hoped at an early day to extend the 
system of furnishing and posting these predictions in dif- 
ferent portions of the Territory. 


It will be necessary to secure the interest and apprecia- 
tion of the farmers and others who are to be directly bene- 
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‚№ 
fitted, as well as the co-operation of the railroad companies, 
in order to bring the service up to the standard of useful- 
ness, which, it is trusted, will be successfully attained in 
time. 

The railroads stand ready to furnish the free use of 
their wires, as they are now doing in all cases where 
requested, and the prospects are altogether favorable for 
the speedy and permanent growth of this local service. 

The Northern Pacific Railroad 15 understood to have 
under consideration a proposed system of weather signals, 
to be displayed at stations, ane possibly also on trains, 
along its entire line. 

The diagram would show the feasibility and propriety 
of the addition, some time in the future, of several United 
States stations, to be established іп the Central, Northern, 
and Western areas which are the more remote from the 
present stations of the service. 

However, the existing Government service is very 
satisfactory, and might be supplemented and strengthened 
materially through Territorial or local aid and co-oper- 
ation, by the establishment of independent or private signal 
stations, at a large number of prominent points. 

The cost of establishing and maintaining local stations 
of this kind would be comparatively shght. The necessary 
appliances and outfit can be obtained very cheaply through 
the Chief Signal Officer, and the assistance of the railroads 
would cheerfully be lent to the extent, at least, of the use 
of their wires for transmission of telegrams and weather 
bulletins. ; 

The reports of local stations, if any considerable number 
were established, when added to the present summary of 
observations furnished by the United States stations, would 
form a splendid showing of a kind which from experience 
is known to serve a most excellent purpose in furthering · 
the interests of immigration. 
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THE FOUR SEASONS IN DAKOTA. I.~SPRING. 
Пакота WEATHER Service: Summary FOR APRIL, 1886. 
ана а QUE la ананы кетти MM Pal Е a la 
TEMPERATURE. т Е ЈЕ 5 5 
Е > P 8 = 
С "v m Q => 
| У 2 є óm | 8 1" „ја 
2 g DAILY RANGE. © 2% ва 5 Ed Е 
d Luc = ied ‚Я 2 
STATIONS. a | А АЯ es | 85 Lg Ap ы 
р Y "2 ығ © | 5,9 gh A's S 
ЕЕ овое Е ав 
ан 8 ! 3 аа |“ | |јЕ |9 | 
зат b 2 Pili IŠ ја | Ig ј 
k Е = m zi бн а | в = ЕСІМЕ Z 
Missouri Valley uu "P : А | : Я 
| YANKTON ................. 42 45197 3 | 47.6 80. 1 on 20th} 8.9 on-2d | 84.7 | 10.1 | 21.6 | NW | 7,908 39 SW | 5.12 8 | 10 
новох.,....................| 44 211 98 90 | 46.1 188.2 on 21st] 9.0 on 24 | 44.8! 9.2 | 24.3 | SE | 7,792 |88 N'W 8.59 ee | 9 
Extreme Northwest— | | 
МООВНЕАР................ 46 51 96 50 | 45.6 |84,9 on 2156! 3.6 on 24 | 36.0 | 6.4 | 23.5 | S 10,529 46 SE | 5.49 | 14 1 
ST. VINCENT .............. 49 00 | 97 00 | 48.5 |82.2 оп 21st| -1.4 оп 94 | 87.0 | 6.4 | 28.1] S 8,162 |86 SW | 2.09 | 10 | 10 
ET. TOTTEN ...............{ 47 51198 57 | 41.4 180.5 on 2156! -1.7 on 2d | 33.3 7.5 | 21.8 | S 10,476 |42 SE .85 8 | 12 
ВІБМАВСК................. 46 48 |100 88 | 44.8 |80.8 оп 21st| 9.2 on ist | 38.6 | 11.2 | 28.8 | N 6,876 49 N 1.49 6 | 12 
| > 
ЕТ. BUFORD...............| 48 30 |08 58 | 43.3 |78.6 on 12th. 10.7 оп 2d | 87.8 9.0 25.9 SE | 7,808 |36 МУУ 2.19 6 | 12 
Northern Slope— | 
DEADWOOD ............... 44 99 103 48 | 41.8 60.2 оп PT 14.9 on 5th | 30.1 | 4.6 | 15.5 | SW | 2,729 ps SW | 6.72 | 16 8- 
ЕЕЕ ENS Е MORES UC рам нае: % 
is DI ME CPP UT ЕН 19.8 лл ры ud NM 6.0 ј 9-9 8.1 | 22.3 | S | 7,722 | 38 | 3.43 | 8 | 10 | 
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THE FOUR SEASONS IN DAKOTA. II.—SUMMER. - | Ны 
DAKOTA WEATHER SERVICE: SUMMARY FOR JULY, 1886. | 
ШЕ 2: ШЕ e s «| |$ 
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| E E =, | Е : 
Е 5 ча с Ыы Е Е А 2 
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Missouri Valley— TERG ae А Я 7 | | А ` - 
YANKTON..................| 42 45197 8 76.0 1102.7 on 18| 56.2 on 26th | 37.7 | 14.3 | 24.7 S 5,272 |80 S .69 8 12 17 2 ЕЗ 3 
| Ed 
HURON ......... {..| 44 за | 98 90 | 74.4 [103.6 on 12| 54.7 on 26th | 39.7 |.12.8 | 27.2 | SE | 6,094 |; 5 1.60 | 11 |.18 | 15 | 3 З 
Extreme Northwest— | | | = 
MOORHEAD ......... P .| 46 51 | 96 50 69.5. 94.3 on 11| 46.8 on 31st | 84.2 | 15.0 | 24.8 5 6,474 36 NW | 5.40 4 9 21 1 е 
ST. УТМСЕКТ..............| 49 00 | 97 00 | 69.3 | 94.9 on 10| 44.2 оп 21st | 39.7 | 13.8 | 27.2 | N 4,921 |27 S 2.27 | 9 | 13 | 18 | 0 Е 
. = 
РТ. ТОТТЕМ...............|41 57 | 8 57 | 70.2 | 95.2 on 28 42.2 оп 30th | 37.9 | 14.0 | 25,9 | NW | 7,875 92 NW| 139 | 8 | 14 | 16 | 1 
ВІБМАНСК............. 48 |100 38 | 75.2 101.2 оп 4 51.8 оп 80th | 85.0 | 18.7 | 27.0 | Е 5,285 28 NW] 1.43 | 6 | 14 | 16 | 1 
FT. BUFORD........... 30 |108 58 | 75.6 [105.9 оп 12| 49.7 on 24 | 88.0 | 15.5 |29.8 | NE | 6,596 48 W 56 8 51%1| 9 | 
Northern Slope— | 7 | | 
DEADWOOD ...............| 44 98 108 48 | 70.9 | 96.0 on 48.0 on 22d | 82.0 | 12.0 | 21.7 | SW | 2,28 2 SW | 2.45 | 10 | 17 | 9 | 5 
Ажегтарез...................] з... pon 72.4 | 99.2 | 49.1 86.8 | 18.8 | 25.9 |S&SE| 5,621) 2 | 190 | 7 | 12 | 137 | 2 | 
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: THE FOUR SEASONS IN DAKOTA. III.—AUTUMN. 


' Пакота WEATHER SERVICE: SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER, 1886. 


STATIONS. | 
© В 
В "Бр 
В с 
! © 
| d | À 
Missouri Valley— т” 
YANKTON ................. 49 45197 8 
новохм.....................| 44 91 | 98 90 
Extreme Northwest— 
MOORHEAD................| 46 51 | 96 50 
ST. ММСЕМЕ; асан 49 0 | 97 0 
ЕТ. ТОТТЕМ...............| 47 57 | 98 57 
BISMARCK ................. 46 48 |100 88 
FT. BUFORD...............] 48 80 108 58 
Northern Slope— 
DEADWOOD ...............| 44 93 |108 43 


Averages eene iod 


— 
| TEMPERATURE. 2 
o 
с 
. © 
| 3 Ф DAILY RANGE. 5 
А Е os 
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55.3 [82.6 on 8th | 19.9 on 26th | 45.6 i du S 
50.7 (84.7 on 6th | 19.5 on 95th | 48.9 | 10.8 | 28.8 | ...... 
48.4 183.0 on 9th | 10.2 оп 1st | 47.7 | 8.5 | 26.3 | S 
45.7 |81.6 on 9th | 14.9 оп 15 | 48.6 | 6.0 | 24.6 | S 
46.0 180.5 on 4th | 20.3 оп 25th | 42.9 | 6.0 | 22.6 | 5 
47.4 |81.5 on Sth | 19.2 on 25th | 43.4 | 8.4 | 24.8 | N 
44.8 185.0 on 4th | 22.3 on 15th | 45.8 | 6.5 | 24.91 S 
47.7 |18.0 on 24 | 24.7 on 25th os 6.9 | 18.6 | NE 
45.8 82.1 19.0 | 8.2 | 22.11 5 
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SEASONS IN DAKOTA. 


IV.—WINTER. 


DaxoTa WEATHER SERVICE: SUMMARY FOR JANUARY, 1886. 


EN TEMPERATURE. 
E | u 
| = е. DAILY RANGE, 
Q ` во 
БЕЛЕ 
T Е ЕМ 
Е Ри | SE d 
ғ, а 9 ще 8 ы T 
е | 8 E ЗА жасаса 
i = т Ad D јул pos 
, " о о о о о о 
97 3| 5.0 | 42.10n18th| 97.5 on 9th! 40.2 | 19.4 
98 90; 0.8 | 42.30n13th 82.5 on 9th! 47,0 | 10.5 | 22.5 
96 50 | -6.9 | 32.00n18th| 89.8 оп 9th| 41.1 | 5.5 | 20.2 
97 00 |-11.2 | 26.00n18th| 40.7 on 9th| 48.0 | 6.8 | 20.1 
98 57 -10.5 | 82.00n13th| 48.0 оп 9th| 36.7 | 9.0 | 20.0 
and 22d 
100 38| -4.0 | 39.4 0n28th| 36.9 оп 22d] 42.9 | 11.6 | 21.8 
108 58| 4.2 | 44.10n27th| 48.2 on 22d] 48.9 | 8.3 | 22.8 
103 43 |:14.7 | 48.7 0n27th| 98.7 оп ТА 55.8 | 4.1 | 19.9 
| -9.1 38.4 | 96.5 
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COMPARISONS FOR APRIL. 
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The Spring Season for Seven Years. 


- 


cm coc ее а по ЯМ сочна ee вама инв беда кке 
Comparative Mean Temperatures— - Comparative Precipitation— 
Degrees. Inches in Rainfall. 


STATIONS. у 
1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 || 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 


> 
с | meee |) Re | RT | SES aaa О | оннан | M | —— екем сен. 


Yankton ..| 46.7 | 88.6 | 47.6 | 47.6 | 43.5 | 47.2 | 47.6 | .40 | 2.49 | 2.99 | 5.71 | 5.73 | 5.08 | 5.12 
Huron ....| .... | .... | 44.2 | 44.7 | 41.8 | 45.9 | 46.1 || .... | .... | 4.18 | 2.14 | 2.70 | 1.06 | 3.52 
Moorhead.| .... | 83.8 | 89.4 | 89.8 | 38.9 | 40.7 | 45.6 || .... | -77 | 1.69 | 1.65 | 1.28 | 3.48 | 5.49 
St. Vincent| 30.6 | 31.3 | 33.1 | 34.0 | 35,6 | 36.7 | 43.5 || .59 | | .90 | „| .80 | 2.85 | 2.09 
Bismarck .| 85.6 | 89.9 | 39.6 | 41.8 | 38.7 | 42.8 | 44.8 || 8.65 | 1.02 | 3.56 | 1.57 | 9.20 | 8.21 | 1.49 
Ft. Buford.| 35.5 | 89.8 | 40.4 | 41.2 | 38.9 | 43.5 | 48.3 || .74 | 1.34] | .48 | 1.30 | 1.71 | 2.19 
Deadwood.| 36.9 | 41.7 | 37.5 | 37.6 | 36.1 | 41.3 | 41.3 || 1.57 | 2.05 | 7.31 | 5.69 | 2.29 | 811 | 6.72 


| —Ó— | o—M MÀ | — —— | — — | |€—— | | MM 1M — | ——— MÀ] ———]o——————— | — M 
Б 


Averages| 87.1 | 87.5 | 40.2 | 40.8 | 39.1 | 42.6 | 44.6 || 1.39 | 1.41 | 3.07 | 2.57 | 2.32 | 2.92 | 3.80 


4 a e e 


The Summer Season for Seven Years. 


Comparative Mean Temperature— Comparatıve Precipitations— 
Degrees. Inches in Rainfall. 


1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 || 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 


— M S —á] оона | teen | a —Á| M! | | teem Baaai Eaa a aan | — ——— S O N 


STATIONS. 


Yankton ..| 74.7 | 75.0 | 69.4 | 71.9 | 71.0 | 73.1 | 76.0 || 8.92 | 4.54 | 1.65 | 3.83 | 4:68 | 1.97 | .69 
Huron ....| .... | 71.7 | 66.0 | 68,7 | 67.1 | 71.6 | 74.4 || .... | 6.81 | 5.88 | 5.20 | 5.11 | 4.52 | 1.60 
Moorhead .| .... | 71.2 | 64.7 | 65.9 | 64.0 | 68.0 | 69.5 || .... | 1.97 | 4.92 | 4.57 | 7.32 | 3.34 | 5.40 
St. Vincent 64.9 | 68.6 | 62.4 | 62.0 | 60.8 | 63.4 | 69.3 || 4.75 | .48 | 3.79 | 2.16 | 8.47 | 8.82 | 2.27 
Bismarck..| 68.0 | 72.4 | 67.2 | 67.1 | 64.8 | 68.6 | 75.2 || 2.02 1.28 4.31 | 1.32 | 3.62 | 2.41 | 1.43 
Ft, Buford| 66.3 | 69.9 | 65.8 | 66.4 | 64.0 | 67.8 | 75.6 || 4:17 | 1.32 | 2.25 | 1.69 | 1.87 | 3.02 | .56 
Deadwood.| 63.9 | .... | 63.8 | 62.1 | 62.2 | 65.5 | 70.9 || 1.51 | 1.56 | 4.81 | 1.82 | 3.51 | 1.44 | 2.45 


Averages| 67.4 | 71.5 | 65.5 | 66.3 | 64.8 | 68.2 | 72.9 || 3.15 | 2.49 | 3.94 | 2.87 | 4.22 | 2.65 | 2.18 
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COMPARISONS FOR ОСТОВЕВ. 
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Тһе Fall Season for Seven Years. 


Comparative Mean Temperatures— Comparative Precipitations$— 


Degrees. Inches in Rainfall. 
STATIONS. 


1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 || 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1888 | 1884 | 1885 | 1885 


а о | | —— ој | ој |  — | M | а 


Yankton ..| 46.0 | 48.9 58.0 | 46.0 | 53.9 | 46.8 | 55.3 || 1.98 | 3.47 | 8.08 | 1.08 | 86 | 1.24 | „ва 
Huron ....| .... | 44.8 | 48.9 | 43.9 | 49.6 | 43.2 | 50.7 | .... | 2.10 | 3.37 | 1.96 | 1.52 | .98 | 1.26 
Moorhead .| .... | .... | 45.8 | 40.0 | 44.3 | 40.6 | 48.4 || .... | .... | 4.04 | 3.22 | 8.70 | .68 | 2.21 
St. Vincent| 39.9 | 36.8 | 42.2 | 37.2 | 42.0 | 40.0 | 45.7 || 2.69 | 1.30 | 4.60 | 3.90 | 1.15 | 98 | 1.86 
Bismarck..| 42.5 | 40.5 | 45.8 | 40.4 | 46.5 | 43.0 | 47.4 | .22 | Ба | 1.444 8.88 | .92| .54] .65 
Ft. Buford| 41.4 | 38.6 | 44.1 | 38.9 | 44.5 | 43.0 | 44.8 || .90} .39 | 1.00 | 1.41 | .44| .19 | 1.57 


Dead wood | 42.2 | 89.9 | 44.5 | 40.1 | 49.5 | 40.2 | 47.7 nx .58 | .88 | .80 | 1.48 | 1.40 | .% 


— M M | tQ Ü————ane, | QM | NY | CN | NS | —s a = | | À————————Q M 1 —— 1 —ág————X ННВ | À—Ó——M— |) msg | rr —ÓÍÓÓÀ—À 


Averages} 42.4 | 41.6 | 46.8 | 40.9 | 47.6 | 42.3 | 48.6 142 | 19 | зло 2.45 | 1.44 | .85 | 1.19 
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COMPARISONS FOR JANUARY. 


Тһе Winter Season for Seven Years. “ 


Comparative Mean Temperatures.— Comparative Precipitations.— 
Degrees. Inches in Rainfall. 
а а 
1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 || 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 
Yankton..| 28.94 6.4| 7.4 | 7.4 | 13.5 | 9.0 | 5.0 „62 | 1.28 | .... | 1.06 | .25 | .58 | .48 
Huron..... e] .... | 17.6 | 2.9; 8.91 0.3 | 0.3 14 17; .09 48 48 


Moorhead.| .... | -3.0 | 5.5] -9.7 | -3.5 | -0.8 | -6.9 | 
St. Vincent; 1.4 | -5.7 | -0.2 | .... | -7.9 | -9.9 |-11.2 | 481.48) 1 .88 | 144 .32| .49 
Bismarck..| 14.9 | -1.5 | 11.8 | -2.6 | 4.21 0.2 | -4.0 | 

Ft. Buford} 12.8 | -1.8 | 12.9 | -4.5| 6.3 | .... 1-4.2 .10 | 1.98 | .26 | 1.98] 1 .64] .41 
Deadwood. 31.4 | 15.9 | 22.6 | 15.8 | 21.3 | 18.9 | 14.7 .56 | 3.10 | .33 | .74 | .85 | 1.60 | .04 
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SETTLEMENT AND GROWTH. 


The settlement of public lands has been very satisfac- 
tory during the past two years. | 
The greater number of land entries have been made in 
the central and northern portions of the Territory, although 
there has been considerable progress along the great high- 
way of Dakota’s marvellous prosperity since 1880 reported 
in every district, and in places, as in the Black Hills, there 
has been a remarkable growth in other ways. 
The class of new-comers, as a rule to which the excep- 
tions are happily but very few, continues to be of the high- 
est, character. 


It may truly be said that the citizenship of Dakota cón-- 
sists largely of the best blood that flows in American veins, 


which in turn, through the succeeding generations brought 
to life on this soil, in this climate, and under these skies, is 
to produce the future Dakota type in man and woman. 


It would be well and altogether wise, according to the - 


judgment of the writer, to add a little to the proportion of 
the desirable foreign element and leaven in our population. 

The German wil contribute to the love of home and 
liberty, the respeet of law, and the pride of common insti- 
tutions, in no less degree than the free-born American him- 
self may cherish and maintain those sound fundamental 
principles of our National Constitution and State Govern- 
ment. 
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The Scandinavian people, Swedish and Norwegian both, 


make good citizens and thrifty farmers. Other national- 


ities should be welcomed for like reasons. 

The foreign emigration secured for Dakota during the 
past two years has been very small, Canadian sources alone 
furnishing any considerable number in known instances. 

The work of this department has been confined almost 


entirely to the United States and Canada. Some advertis- 


ing matter has been sent to England and several continental 


 eountries, but no systematic effort to encourage foreign 


emigration has been possible in the absence of the neces- 
sary means for the purpose. 

Of the steady stream of immigration having its source 
beneath our own flag, it 1s worthy of note that while the 
Western and Middle States continue to furnish a good 
majority of the new-comers, as formerly and in the past, a 


larger number and proportion have come during the last. 


two years from Eastern and New England States. 

The inquiries received at this office shed considerable 
light on the subject with respect to the former residence 
by States of the settlers now coming to Dakota. 

In the record kept on file, Illinois heads the list; 
Iowa comes next, with Michigan, Minnesota, New York, 
Wisconsin, Nebraska, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, in the order 
given, among the States from which the greater number of 
requests have been received. It may be stated, that the 
entire list embraces 36 States and 10 Territories, including 
Alaska, the District of Columbia, and Indian Territory, from 
all of which there has been some inquiry made about 


‘Dakota. This list embraces every State and Territory in 


the Union excepting Alabama, Arizona, and Rhode Island. 
The outlook for the future is exceedingly bright. 


THE VACANT PUBLIC LAND AREA. 


There remains, according to the latest revised estimates. 
of the office, bearing date of December Ist, 1886, a total 
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VACANT PUBLIC LAND AREAS IN DAKOTA. 


DIAGRAM REPRESENTING TILE SURFACE OF DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


The general location of Government lands open to settlement by original entry, on December 31, 1886, is indicated thus: X 


Тре enclosed inner areas correspond to the Indian Reservations, as existing on above date. 
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vacant area, open to settlement at this time, ofa little over 
twenty million (20,000,000) acres of government land. 

This. area is distributed as follows: 

Bismarck Land District, 12,500,000 acres. 

Devils Lake Land District, nearly 4,000,000 acres. 

Deadwood Land District, over 2,000,000 acres, of which | 
the larger part is classed as agricultural land. 

Aberdeen Land District, 600,000 acres. 

Grand Forks Land District, 600,000 acres. 

Fargo Land District, 400,000 acres. | 

In the Huron, Watertown, Mitchell, and Yankton dis- 
tricts, there is but little vacant land left, excluding that 
which has been already filed on, and is now to be acquired 
through relinquishment or contest. Probably in the Huron 
district, the vacant area as thus defined will not exceed 
50,000 acres, and in each of the other three districts it is 
very much less. 

In addition to the vacant public land area above . 
described, there yet remains, in the hands of Indians, a 
total area of nearly 27,000,000 acres, a large if not the great- 
er part of which will eventually be opened to settlement. 

A considerable portion of the Fort Berthold Reservation, 
in North Dakota, will probably be obtained by the Govern- 
ment and opened to settlement during 1887, and under the 
Dawes bill, referred to in another place, an area estimated 
to contain about 10,000,000 acres, comprising nearly one- 
half the Sioux Indian Reservation; lying west of the 
Missouri River, and situated mostly south of the Forty-sixth 
parallel, will probably be opened to settlement during the 
coming year. 

The importance of this measure is ‘stated i in the chapter 
descriptive of the Black Hills, and it may be added that 
the lands to be ceded, or rather sold, by the Sioux are, gen- 
erally speaking, of the prevailing agricultural character of 
the surface of the Territory as a whole. 
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THE BUSINESS OF THE LAND OFFICES. 


The business transacted each month at the ten’ United 
States Land Offices in the Territory is reported to this 


office through the courtesy and kindness of the several 
Registers and Receivers, under an arrangement perfected 
in June, 1885. The record on file of the same begins with 
the month of July, 1885, and embraces the year ending 
June 30th. 1886, and the period which has subsequently 
elapsed. 

Inasmuch as à complete summary covering the year 
1886 alone cannot be obtained in time for this report, it is 
thought best to use the statistics for the year stated above, 
as the principal basis of calculation and estimates. 

The two tables which are given show in detail the 
public land entries in Dakota for the year ending June 
30th, 1556; by land districts for the entire period under 
each head, in one summary, and by months, for the ten 
districts combined, in the second table; the footings Tor 
the year of course agreeing. 

There were 22,431 new filings during tiii period under 
the general land laws, as follows : Homesteads. 7,466; pre- 
emptions, 7,894, and tree-claims, 7.071. 

The area newly filed on during the year named was 
3,565,364 acres. 

There were 10,080 final proofs made during the same 
year, of which 6.662 were cash entries, 9,093 final or per- 
fected homstead entries, and 975 timber-culture proofs. Of 
the cash entries, there were 5,140 proofs made under the 
pre-emption law. and 1,522 commuted homesteads. The 
area acquired by final proof and cash entry during the year 
was 1.404.081 acres, and that purchased by land scrip, 
12.316 acres. 

The area of lands unsurveyed. which have been бе 
up by not filed on, during the year, is estimated at 300,000 
acres, and the number of squatter claimants, not including 


ONE YEAR IN DAKOTA. 


DIAGRAM ILLUSTRATING COMPARATIVE AREAS. 
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000,000 acres, or 6,250 square miles. The area settled on in Dakota, from all sources, durin 
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EXPLANATION. 


the vear ending June 30, 1896. 


3.795, 200 acres, ог 5,930 square miles. The combined area of the States of Connecticut and Rhode 
Island. 


3,100,800 acres, or 4,845 square miles. The area of the State of Connecticut. 
1,254,400 acres, or 1,960 square miles. Тһе area of the State of Delaware. 


694,400 acres, or 1,085 square miles. Thearea of the State of Rhode Island. 
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their families, is about 2,000. These holdings are the most 
numerous at this time in the Deadwood and Devils Lake 
land districts. 


The sales of land by the Northern Pacific Railroad 
Company in North Dakota for the last six months in 1885 


were 119,310 acres, and are estimated at 250,000 acres for . 


the year ending June 30, 1886. These sales were very gen- 


erally made to settlers, in accordance with the policy ^ 


adopted by that company with respect to the agricultural 
lands in its land grant within the Territory. 

The sales of private lands to settlers in different por- 
tions of the Territory for the same period can only be esti- 
mated in the rough, but will be put at 350,000 acres, which 
is 10 per cent. of the area of Government land filed on, |ће 


А А à ae 
basis taken being one purchaser of deeded land for every >. 


ten entrymen on the public domain. among the new-comers 
to the Territory for the stated period. 


The grand total of lands newly filed оп and purchased 
by immigrants for settlement for the year in question may 
safely be estimated at over 4,000,000 acres, or 6,250 square 
miles, an area, considered in a solid body. as large as the 
Aberdeen Land District, and larger by 320 square miles 
than the combined area of the States of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island. | 

The block diagram displayed herewith will serve to 
illustrate what “One Year in Dakota’’?—and no extraordi- 
nary “boom” period, either, lke the year 1883—may 
accomplish, by way of covering the surface, as compared 
with a few of the more densely populated areas of the 
Eastern States. | 

The amount of land taken up and purchased altogether 
during the two years, 1885 and-1885, can only be barely 
estimated, in the absence of land office statistics prior to 
June Ist, 1885. It has been a little less than twice the 
total for the vear formed аз above. but there is a reasona- 


ыы чынан ОШ 


t 
і 


59 BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE 


ble certainty of a large increase in public lands settlement 
during 1887, and a year hence some very interesting com- 
parisons may be made, with the statistics then at hand. 

It was hoped to secure the data in time for the prepara- 
tion of several diagrams showing the various features of 
public lands settlement and growth by immigration other- 
wise. It has only been possible, however, to provide one 
· of these charts, which will show the relative location on the 
surface of Dakota of the vacant public land open to set- 
tlement at this time, and also the Indian Reservations, as 
now defined. The map of the Territory issued with this 
report shows the inner boundaries of the proposed ceded 
tracts of the Sioux and contiguous reservations. 


INCREASE OF POPULATION. 


The census of the Territory, taken under Federal author- 
ity in June, 1885, furnishes the most satisfactory starting 
point, for future estimates of population, which will be 
computed by years or any given period, gating from that 
time. 

On this account, therefore, the pubiic land entries for 
the year ending June 90th, 1886, are the more acceptable 
as a basis of calculation, in estimating- the annual аш in 
population since that time. 

The number of homestead and pre-emption filings alone 
during the year ending June 80, 1886, was 15,362, represent- 
ing a population of three times that number, or about 
45,000 souls. 

The 2,000 claims estimated as above. as having been 
taken up during the same period on unsurveyed land, may 
be said to represent a resident population of at least 5,000 
persons. 

The gain in population from the sales of land to new- 
comers may be estimated in round numbers at 5,000, on 
the basis of a family of three to ш 320 acres of the 
lands sold. 

IDEM 
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The number of births during the same period may ђе 


estimated at 15,090, the births during the census year’ pre- : 


vious having been 13,171. 
A moderate estimate of the gain in population by 
immigration from other sources than enumerated above, 


comprising people who have not taken up land and includ- · 


ing laborers, miners, mechanics, business and professibnal 
men, would be 15,000. 

The total increase in population of t the Territory for the 
year ending June 80, 1886, may be Safely estimated at 
85,000, giving Dakota a population on that date of fully 
500,000. __ 

Dakota keeps on growing, and her population on 
December 1st, 1886, may be estimated at 525,000, in round 
numbers, the increase during the five months of July, Aug- 
ust, September, October and November.being put at less 
than one-third of the annual increase. 

The vote for Delegate in Congress, on November 2d, 
passed the turning: point of an even hundred thousand 
(100,000), with several thousand to spare. 

As satisfactory as the vote was, it is known to have been 
light in many localities, and the ratio of five to а voter 
should easily be maintained on the full voting strength 
within the law, by reason of the fact that the year's new- 
comers had not perfected their residence. 

In a new country like Dakota, this new growth is prop- 
‚ету held to offset the greater proportion, in the other 
direction, of single and newly-married men. 

Ofthe present population of the Territory, South Dakota 
has 325,000 and North Dakota 200,000 souls; figuresin each 
instance closely resembling the requisites of Statehood, 
especially when taken in connection with the splendid 
material and equipment of each Dakota in all other re- 
spects. | 
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RAILROAD DEVELOPMENT. 


E] 


What the railroads have done for Dakota and the 
extent to which the future growth and prosperity of this 
Territory are confided to the keeping of her railroad com- 


panies, are matters with which everybody in а general way - 


is supposed to be thoroughly familiar. 
The railways having had so much to do, in every sense, 
with the common work in which this office is engaged as 


the agent of the Territorial Government, it may prove 
interesting to show what the railroad growth itself has 


been for the past two years, with a few notes concerning 
railroad history and development on this soil. 

The United States Census of 1870 had по railroad 
mileage to report in Dakota Territory, which had at that 
time a total population of 14,181, distributed in fourteen 
counties, about half of which number were organized. 

In 1571. the Northern Pacific Railroad was extended 
west as far as the Red River of the North, the track reach- 
ing to the eastern bank of that river, on the Minnesota 
side. on December 31st, 1871. 

The day following, January Ist, 1872. the rails were laid 
oi Dakota soil. in the gate city of Fargo. 

This was the first railroad built in the Territory; 
although only several months ahead of the second. | 

The Dakota Southern road, now a part of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & 55. Paul Railway. was projected in 1871, and 
built into Southeastern Dakota from Sioux City during the 
same year, 1879, that the transcontinental line, several 
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hundred miles to the north, was being laid across a vast 
uninhabited plain, on its way to the Расте Ocean. 

. Truly, under the circumstances, the locomotive’ s head- 
light might be likened to the Star of Empire. 

The line above and the one below were each pushed 
forward during 1872, and in the spring of 1873, Yankton, 
then the capital- of the, Territory, and Bismarck, at the 
time hardly an aspirant for similar honors, were both con- 
nected by rail with the rest of the world. 

The circuit was completed by means of the Missouri 
River, or could be made on horseback, following the inter- 
esting trail of General and Mrs. Custer, who rode acróss the 
Indian Country. as it all was then, in the same year, as 
related in such a charming manner in current literature by 
the lady herself. 

The railroad growth for the next eight years kept in 
advance of settlement, but the development of Dakota, 
and the masterly activity of her railroads, are dated more 
particularly from 1850, when the Territory had a popula- 
tion of 135,177, and a railroad mileage of 698 miles. 


A PERIOD OF GREAT ACTIVITY. 


The “boom” years, as they were called, of that period, 
in the Red River Valley, and beyond, and subsequently in 


‘Central Dakota, were marked by extraordinary enter pass 
on the part of e mias companies. - 


The Territory of Dakota was thereupon advanced to a 
prominent place in the list of Statesas given in the rail- 
road mileage and building statistics of the country. 

The year 1885 was a dull season generally in new rail- 
road construction. The railroads in Dakota were waiting 
for the settler and the Territory to eatch up with the pro- 
gress already made, and the lines of settlement reaching 
out in advance. 

During this year, however, the Black Hills began to 
feel the exhilaration consequent upon the assured approach 
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of à railroad, and before the end of the year the people of 
thatregion were able to take the cars at Buffalo Gap, where 
the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley Railroad stopped 
for the winter. The mileage in Dakota of the new Black 
Hills line, added in 1885, amounted to thirty-seven miles. 

During the same year the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railway built into Yankton from Centerville, a distance of 
29 miles, and lines of the Northern Pacific Railroad were, 
respectively, built from Jamestown to LaMoure, 49 miles, 
and extended from New Rockford to Minnewankan, a 
distance of 30 miles. 

The total mileage of 1885 in Dakota was 145 miles. 

The past year, 1886, has been one of the greatest 


activity, and a number of very important enterprises have . 


been inaugurated, which have added a large mileage dur- 
ing the year and promise as much, or more, for the year to 
-come. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway leads off i in 
the construction of 1886, with a mileage completed of 250 
miles, and the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba comes 
next, and close behind, with a completed mileage of 230 
miles. The additional number of miles graded by both of 
these companies, and ready for track-laying, would bring 
the combined total of these two roads alone up to over 700 
miles. and it is altogether likely that these figures would 
have been reached but for the hurried approach of the eold 
weather during November. 

The total number of miles of track laid Ка 1886 
was 679. 

This is 121 miles less than the estimate of this office in 
September last, but it is believed that had the fall season 
been ordinarily favorable for track-laying, over 800 miles 
would have been completed. As it is, the total number of 
miles completed, 679 miles, and graded, 341 miles, make 
together the highly creditable grand total of 1,020 miles. 
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‘The following summary shows the construction of each 
railroad company in the Territory for 1886: 
. RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION OF 1886. 
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í В ; 
: Miles : Miles 
Ў 4 4 э Ж Р 
NAME OF COMPANY. i Ironed. | Graded. 
| : 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Ву.. .................... ....... 10 sss 
Chicagx go, Л Milwaukee & St. Paul PEU. пили писана наћи e aud IS uer EN 250 . 60 
Chic: ago Е deus eene 97 ! 48 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Ry. T ee E 88 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri V alley R. Е.. wy, ынталары Ait git а 48 | 
Minneapolis & Pacific Бу....... — (Pe 20 1 
Northern Pacific R. R.. оғасдасты туа арала Dot Sen qutd а ИГЕ 
St. Paul Minneapolis & "Manitoba" Ry. Ва ер анални а БЫС оны arti, e 290 , | 4200 
ОПИСИ о нина a ea Beans ренин КОД ЖҮК a a ex qa dos 679 341 
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Grand total of mileage built aud graded, 1,020 miles 
*Estimated. 


The construction in detail, showing the new lines 
ironed, etc., is given below for each company, with such 
-information as was obtained concerning new construction. 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railway:—Road 
completed: Iowa State Line to Sioux Falls, 10 miles. No 
report on new construction. 

Chieago, Milwaukee & 5t. Paul Ване — Road com- 
pleted: Scotland to Mitchell, 4% miles; Tripp to Armour, 
20 miles: Ipswich to Bowdle, 30 miles: Козсое to Mentone. 
42 miles; Ellendale to Edgeley. 24 miles: Andover to Har- 
lem, 56 miles; Madison to Lake Preston. 30 miles: total. 
counting fractions. 250 miles. Road graded: Roscoe north- 
west. 26.miles: Bristol to Elrod, 34 miles: total, 60 miles. 
No report on new construction. | 

Chicago & Northwestern Railway:—Road completed: 
Redfield to Faulkton. 99 miles; Columbia to Oakes, 39 
miles; Doland to Verdon. 25 miles: total. 97 miles. Road 
graded: Faulkton to Gettysburg, 42 miles: Verdon to Fer- 
ney, 6 miles; total. 45 miles. New construction as far ах 
reported: Faulkton to Gettysburg, 42 miles and Појава 
to Ferney, 6 milex; total. 48 miles. | 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railway :— Папе 
from Salem to Mitchell graded, 33 miles. and to be ironed 
in 1557. | 
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Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley Railroad:—Road 
completed: Buffalo Gap to Rapid City, 48 miles. Noreport 
on new construction. 


———— оны 


Minneapolis & Расте Railway :—Road completed: Min- 


nesota State Line to Lidgerwood. 29 miles. No report on 


new construetion. 

Northern Pacific Railroad:—Road completed: Valley 
Junction to Oakes, 15 miles. New construction, as far as 
reported: La Moure westward, 40 miles. 

St. Paul, Minneapolis'& Manitoba Railway:—Road com- 
pleted: Devils Lake. to Minot, 120 miles; Minnesota State 
Line to Aberdeen, 110 miles. Road graded, not reported in 
full, and estimated at 200 miles. New construction:— 
Minot to Montana line, about 150 miles; Rugby Junction 
to Bottineau, 40 miles; Church’s Ferry to Cando, 20 miles; 
Rutland Junction to Ellendale, about 50 miles; Minnesota 
State Line to Watertown, about 45 miles; other extensions 
probable during 1887-8, 100 miles; total, about 405 miles. 

Concerning new construction, it is generally difficult to 
obtain exact or satisfactory information in advance of such 
extensions and enterprises as have peen positively deter- 
mined upon. I[t is but natural that the railroad company 
should be averse to authorizing any statement of inten- 
tions on its part, which may remain to be ratified by a 
board of directors, or which are held in statu quo, pending 
further consideration. 

At least two lines of railway are Ба be headed 
for the Territorial Capital, one of which is the Roscoe ex- 
tension of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, and the 
other at present an independent line projected from Aber- 
deen. Both lines are-shown and appropriately defined on 
the diagram given herewith. 

The Manitoba company is the most aggressive, appar- 
ently, of any of the enterprising map makers in the rail- 
road field at present. Besides the extensions designated 
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above as now under contract ог next to being so, there are 
several important lines, in North and South Dakota, which 
are more than possible for 1887. One of these 15 the Pierre 
extension from Aberdeen, as shown on the diagram. 

The roads completed on January 13% 1856: the newly 
added mileage of that year: the roads under construction, 
and the probable ог: proposed extensions for 1887. are 
separately indicated on the diagram. 

Bridges across the Missoun river at Yankton, Pierre 
and Chamberlain are among the assured probabilities of an 
early future, everything depending in the case of the rail- 
road crossings at Pierre and, Chamberlain on the opening 
of the Sioux Reservation. | 

Itis proper to call attention to one extension made 
during the year that doesn’t appear m the summary and 
table, because -of the mileage belonging to Minnesota. 
This was the Northern Pacific extension to Grand Forks, 
which flourishing city is admirably situated as а com- 
mercial and manufacturing centre, on the boundary formed 
by the Red River of the North. 


RAILROAD CENTERS AND MILEAGE, 


The railroad civilization of Dakota.is controlling the 
destinies of her cities and towns.: The existing railroad 
centers of 1883 have for the most part been strengthened, 
and new ones are being pushed into prominence. 

There are four cities in the Territory which have the 
distinct lines of three railway companies, namely, Fargo, 
Sioux Falls, Watertown and Aberdeen. Of these, Aberdeen 
and Watertown have each a fourth railroad under way. in 
one case, and graded, in the other. 

Having regard only to the number of through and 
branch lines, as at present operated, without considering 
ownership, the railroad centers are to be grouped as fol- 
lows: Aberdeen and Fargo, each. five lines; Sioux Falls 
and Watertown, each, four lines; Grand Forks, Huron, 
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RAILROAD GROWTH OF DAKOTA. 


DIAGRAM REPRESENTING ТПЕ SURFACE OF DAKOTA TERRITORY. 


Railroads in operation on December 31, 1885, indicated thus: 
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Construction of 1886 indicated thus: 
Extensions graded and under way, indicated thus: 


New lines probable or projected for 1887 indicated thus: 
miles. 


Total Railroad Mileage of Dakota, completed, on December 31,1886, 3,491 
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Jamestown, Mitchell, Redfield and Yankton, each, three 
lines. Of the latter group, Grand Forks, Redfield and | 
Yankton are to һе credited with two separate railroads 
each. | 
During 1887 the пића of lines already graded | 
will give Mitchell and Watertown each an additional rail- 
road, under separate management, and Ше building of 
other new lines and extensions will probably do as much, 
at least, for Aberdeen and Bismarck, and may do the same 
for Huron, Jamestown and Pierre. Aderdeen and Bis- | 
marck are each hopeful of securing two new roads within | 
the next twelve months; Watertown has nearly as strong | 
hopes of a second new road; Sioux Falls is reaching out | 
after another line, and there are a number of projected en- . 
terprises, several of which may take shape during the year, 
but which at the present time bring up the rear of the im- 
mense possibilities of Dakota for the future. 
The total railroad ишо of Dakota, bearing date of 
December 31st, 1996, is 8,491 miles. 
, Оше company has a mileage of over one thousand aiies, 
namely, the Chicago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, with · 
1,046 miles. 
It was only afew years ago that a thousand miles of 
track in Iowa was a good deal of road fer a single com- 
pany to have. Next year Dakota will have its second rail- 
way with 1,000 miles of completed road, and within 
two years, in all probability, there will be at least four 
companies boasting from 1,000 to 1,200 miles of track each. 


The total mileage of each company in Dakota 1 15. shown 
by the following ника 


*Black Hills & Fort Pierre В. К. ЕО та О сақта аа арықша 15 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Ry .. фури alpen нь — 83 * 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Раш Ry.. —-—— ———— рды аратын аа ОЕТ 1,046 . 
Chicago & Northwestern Ry.. азаны CX Qi d buisse edid. Шен КГ qus 708 | 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Ry.. cre 55 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley R. R. vule dui ЛЕЛЕ С ОООО gua accel КАЕ 85 | 
Minneapolis РО RY Жон ено ТИ ИКЕ ЕНТЕКЛЕ ТЕКЕ 29 ; 
Minneapolis & St. Louis Ry.. Тез ЕРТ КТ СЕ ТТ th Sig Rand isda aes 40 
Northern Pacific К. R. О ааа МИР THER Ке 113 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Ry. TC PARE EE 42 раза ақы ыы а дауын 122 

Total.. pese bad права на sp quar av fetta dU lett rap eae Ка 3,491 


*Not str ictly a "passenger railw. ay: 
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Ж The new mileage of 1887 for the whole Territory 15 es- 


timated at from 500 to 1,000 miles, according to circum- 
stances and conditions which cannot be exactly foretold 
at this writing. | 
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THE BLACK HILLS. 
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It is eminently proper that special attention should 
be called to the Black Hills, elsewhere briefly referred to 
in connection with the future pamphlet work proposed and 
urged as being necessary and expedient on all accounts. 

The building of the railroad to Rapid City, coupled with 
the assurance of an extension of this line on farther around 
and into the Hills, and the building at an early day of other 
lines of railway, has fairly brought the attention of the 


country to this, the richest corner of the kingdom, an area | 


of little more than 6,000 square miles, and yet a world in 
itself, possessing every variety of mineral and other re- 
sources, which as yet remain largely undiseovered to the 
world outside. | 


There has been but little development to speak of, even. 


of the gold mines, the few now in successful operation 
comprising but a small proportion of the valuable proper- 
erties known to be in existence and awaiting development. 


The silver camps, at Carbonate and Galena, are not half 
prospected as yet, and in spite of the temporary set-back 
encountered this past season, are probably but now upon 
the eve of an excitement and activity. in the original pro- 
duction of wealth. that promises to rival Leadville. 

The tin discoveries are very naturally at this time 
awakening greater interest and inquiry than the precious 
minerals. , Active operations have been commenced, the 


У 


“is already finding its way into market. 
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necessary capital secured, and the early development of 


` the tin mines would seem.to be assured beyond a doubt. 


The petroleum found in the Wyoming Hills is said to 
be fully equal.to the best oil produced in Pennsylvania. 
A number of companies have been organized and wells are 
now being sunk by boring in the oil district, which com- 
prises a considerable area in the western rim of the Hills: 

In the same vieinity there is salt in abundance, which 


There are extensive mica mines awaiting the further 


development which the railroad assures; there is asbestos 


in large quantities, and copper mines waiting for the 
future; besides zinc and saltpetre, now too cheap to be de- 
veloped at their present disadvantage of location. 

The Black Hills has its greatest mine of wealth, per- 
haps, in the almost inexhaustible supplies of building 
material of all kinds which are found on every hand. The 
magnificent hard pine lumber, the marbles, sandstone, and 
other building stone of great beauty and durability, and 
the lime, gypsum, and brick clays which are contained in 
these hills would rebuild all the cities and towns of Ne- 
braska and Dakota together. 

The agricultural capabilities of the Black Hills are of 
the highest order. Тһе valleys and parks lying within the 
hills contain the best of soil, and the ranges of the Hills 
afford a natural pasture for cattle and horses. 

The sublime scenery found among the peaks of the pine- 
clad hills, the curious formations in slate, porphyry and 
limestone, and the natural parks, is another point of attrac- 
tion, which to the tourist must before long constitute a 
leading and powerful charm, to be developed through the 
enterprise of railroads and the people most interested, into 
a prolific source of revenue. 

The Dakota Hot Springs, situated in Fall River County, 
in the Southern Hills, in the extreme southwestern part of 
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‚ the Territory, are just about to come into Ше prominence 
they deserve, the railroad making them accessible by a 
twelve-mile ride by stage, and a fine hotel having been 
erected this past season for the accommodation of invalids 
and tourists, 


The waters of the principal springs have a temperature 
of 95°, and are much like waters of several famous Ger- 
man hot springs, as attested by the remarkable cures 
already effected by their use at the bath and taken 
inwardly. Cases of rheumatism, and diseases of the blood 
and skin, which for years have ра еа medical skill, have 
been entirely cured within a few weeks by the simple use 
of these waters, unaided by any other medical treatment. 


The immigration to the Black Hills, for more than а 
year past, has been considerable, the population of the 
mining camps and towns having been increased by some 
thousands. 


As welcome as seemed and was the first railroad connec- 
tion with the world, the fact remains, and becomes even 
more emphasized, that the thorough development of the 
Black Hills can never be successfully undertaken, and will 
never be accomplished, until this region is brought within | 
the lines of settlement, population and commercial enter- 
prise to be extended, primarily, westward from the Missouri 
River, across the present barrier of Indian Reservation. 


The isolation of the Black Hills country from the rest 
of Dakota, no matter how many railroads might be built 
up from the south—although, for that matter, there is only 
room for a few roads at most, in that direction or any 
, other, west of the 103d degree of longitude—would be fatal 
to its prospects, by reason of its anomalous position, being 
at the same time within and yet without the present Terri- 
tory to which it would appear to be Шаа ME to 
the map. 
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It is of the highest consequence, therefore, not only to 


citizens of the Hills and other portions of Dakota directly . 
or locally to be benefited, but to the people of the Territory . 


. in common, that as broad a pathway as possible for civili- 
zation’s progress by rail shall be opened through the vast 
uninhabited area held not so much by as for the Sioux 
Indian Nation. 

It is believed at this writing that the long-delayed legis- 
lation by Congress, providing for an agreement with the 
Indians, whereby a considerable portion of their entire 
reservation may be opened to settlement, thus’ putting the 
Black Hills within reach of Dakota, and making it acces- 
sible in all directions, will be consummated soon. 

Thereis cause for congratulation over the passage even 
of the Dawes bill, under the circumstances, although much 
reason for regret at what appears to be the necessity either 
of accepting what is in many respects worse than a half- 
way measure of dealing with the Indians, in the present 
and for the future, or to take nothing instead. 

As for the Black Hills, however, the passage of any bill 
letting 1n the railroads and immigration through the Mis- 
souri River gateways of commerce and travel, cannot fail 
of early and splendid results. 
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FUTURE NEEDS AND PLANS. 


In considering the future, the Legislature will of course 
look to the work and experience of the office as funishing 
the practical tests of its efficiency. 

Its usefulness as a department of information with the 
view of promoting immigration, and its further capacity 
in the future along collateral lines of work, may perhaps · 
be the. better comprehended and appreciated because of the 
fact, which must be apparent to all, that the office has been 
organized, and its various and complicated pieces of 
machinery set in motion, on very little capital, to лор» а 
homely but significant phrase. 

Certainly, if an experiment, and as such, the Depart- 
ment of Immigration and Statistics has not been a costly 
or expensive one to the Territory. ШЕ 

It must remain for the Legislature, TUUM to its wis- 
dom and discretion, to say what shall be done by way of 
maintenance for the future. 

It will be in order, however, and to the point, for the 
writer to state, briefly and plainly, what are some of the 
objects embraced in the plans so far mapped out for the 
next ensuing two yéars, having regard strictly and solely 
to the business of the office, as kept entirely aloof and 
aparb from any personal considerations whatsoever, which 


it may hardly be necessary Бо add. · 


It is respectfully and earnestly submitted to begin with, 
that with the demand existing abroad for reliable and com- 
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- plete information respecting what are popularly classed as 
the Free Home States of- the West, as well as concerning 
all such opportunities for the speedy and cheap acquire- 
ment of homes as are offered in any section of the country, 
no State or Terrritory, situated as Dakota is, can afford to 
withhold, or not too freely dispense the same with an open 
and liberal hand, so long as the demand remains, and the 

--шагКе is there,—inviting the healthy, active competition 
of West with South, and of Dakota with Nebraska, and 
with Kansas, in the great field where the self-interest at 
stake is so happily serving the ends of humanity and 
utility. 

Dakota, certainly. deserves to have a leading place in 
the immigr ation literature of the day. But that must 
depend on the methods employed and money spent in 
decently sounding her own praises abroad. 

To be well advertised, she must be willing to pay, and 
pay liberally, for the privilege of competing successfully 
for that which returns in thousand-fold measure every dol- 
lar that may be expended judiciously for the purpose of 
attracting iinmigration of different kinds. 

It will be well to follow, or at any rate wise to study the 
example set by others, in this matter. 


THE EXAMPLE OF OTHER STATES. 


Kansas is widely quoted as the Western type of State- 
hood, because of her great enterprise and indomitable per- 
severance in this direction, in the face of many difficulties 
and temporary disasters far greater than have ever been 
encountered as yet in this Territory. . 

It was the constant, bold, enthusiastic and triumphant 
advertising she did, quite as much as the splendid resources 
of her soil and climate, that lifted * Bleeding Kansas" up so 
high in the popular estimation that to-day her noble “walls 
of corn" are the pride of the land. 
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^ Nor has this work ceased in Kansas. Knowing the 
value of judicious advertising, she prefers to continue in 
the same course which settled her prairies and is fast trans- 
forming even the wilderness of her western borders, once 
supposed to be as sterile as some people, friendlier to the 
Indian savage than to the Dacotah whites, would like to 
make out our own Sioux Reservation is to-day. 

The interests of immigration та Kansas are now соп- 
fided to the care of the State Board of Agriculture, the 
average annual appropriations and expenditures on account 
of which amount to nearly $25,000. the printing bills alone 
averaging $15,000 per year. 

Тће biennial report of the TA isa —á bound 
cloth volume of 718 pages, containing the descriptive data 


~ and statistics on every head of each county in the State, 


with a sectional map of each. The cost of this single pub- 
lication, whica is issued once in two years, is understood 
to be nearly or quite $90,000. 

The figures are not at hand, in the case of South Caro- 
lina, but there 13 a volume in the library of this office which 
shows what the Palmetto State—held by so many to be the 
least progressive of the Southern States—is doing to ad- 
vance her interests and attract people and capital within 
her gates. d 

The South Carolina publication is a well printed and val- 
uable work, of MEL containing a beautifully designed 
map showing the topography of the surface, and illustrat- 
ing the geology of the soil. It surely must have cost a 
good round sum—more than the appropriation for the gen- 
eral running expenses of this office for the past two years. 

Among the Territories, New Mexico, although not within 
earshot of Congress and hardly in sight of the door-sill of 
the Union, is yet proposing to spend the sum of $10,000 
annually in immigration work. The Governor of that am- 
bitious Territory expresses his full confidence that the Leg- 
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islature will appropriate that amount, if not more, for the 
purpose. | 

It seems unnecessary to add anything further to what 
has been stated by way of example. It will be more in 
keeping with the text of this chapter to outline some of 
the work which, it is submitted, ought in justice to the 
extensive and varied interests of Dakota to be undertaken 
at this time. 

WHAT IS PROPOSED. 


There kou be published, first, a general pamphlet, 
descriptive of thè whole Territory, which would cover the 
common ground of general iaquiry regarding soil, climate, 
productions, etc. 

This pamphlet should be well illustrated and creditable 
in every way, and be accompanied by an excellent map. 

The Territory should then be taken up by physical and 
geographical divisions, and treated more in detail, in 
separate publications, of smaller size, designed to meet 
such inquiries as might have a more direct and local ap- 
plication. 

The Black Hills alone has the ЖТК for а magnifi- 
cent production, that if properly distributed East and 
elsewhere abroad, could hardly fail of bringing some 
thousands of dollars into the Territory for every hundred 
dollars spent. 

The older Dakota, to the southeast; the great Central 
belt, crossing three fertile valleys, watered by -the Big 
Sioux, James and Missouri rivers, and the interlying 
plateaus: the Red, River Valley of the North; the Devils 
Lake, Big Coulee, Turtle Mountain and Mouse River 
regions; the Missouri Slope, and the West Missouri Coun- 
try, afford material for half-a-dozen readable and profitable . 
pamphlets, for each of which there is a growing demand 

Then there ought to be a hand-book of information 
relating to the public lands, to be scattered broadcast, 
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printed in several languages, and carrying a smaller map, 
showing about where the vacant lands lie. 

The foreign emigration work of the office has been neg- 
lected simply from necessity, as elsewhere explained in this | 
report. But it ought not to be longer allowed to languish. 

Besides the foreign editions of the hand-book referred ' 
to, there should be prepared expressly for the purpose a 
‘general descriptive pamphlet, embodying as far as possible 
the leading features of the various English publications. 
This pamphlet should be printed in the German, Bohe- 
. mian, Swedish, Norwegian and Danish languages, and pos- 
sibly in the French also. 

The office has very often considered the matter of. a 
foreign bureau or department, and would have no difficulty 
in executing plans already partly laid in expectation of 
what the future might bring forth, for carrying on the 
work proposed in European countries, where there are 
Germans, Scandinavians, and people of other nationalities, 
of the well-to-do and thrifty class desired as farmers, 
among whom the printed information about Dakota would 
take root readily and with good results. 

It is not the pauper emigrant, who is a welcome мина 
ure from the port where ће sails, that 15 wanted by any 
means; and the other classes are only to be had by reaching 
and reasoning with them, with regard to the betterment 
of their social condition, the larger freedom, and the 
greater chance for development in this country—and in 
Dakota—to be given their children. 

There is something further to be said, under this head, . 
with respect to the enlarged opportunities for usefulness : 
of the office. 

The Territory is growing rapidly. Long before the free 
lands are all gone, there will be numerous interests, which 
may be denominated as infant industries, to foster and 
encourage, which should properly come under the active 
notice of this office. 
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. Already are manufactures—the harbingers of happy 
homes, because promoting that diversity of interests and 
pursuits which brings about a more complete harmony 
between the social parts of the human universe—raising 
their heads in various portions of the Territory, being a 
little more conspicuous nearer the Eastern and Southern 
borders, across,which they are coming gradually, to the. 
great good fortune of Dakota, North and South. 

This and kindred matters are deserving of much 
attention, and should properly receive more of the time 
and thought of the responsible head of this office. But it 
is imperatively demanded, on the other hand, if the execu- 
tive duties and powers of the office are to be taxed further 
as time progresses, that more help be provided, especially 
at certain seasons of the year, in order to lighten the ordi- 
nary labors of detail, which have been found an extremely 
heavy load at times. 

The inevitable, or at least final conclusion is reached, 
subject to the wil of the Legislature and approval of the 
Governor, that the appropriation for the two years just 
beginning should be large enough to justify a more 
extended field of operations, somewhat in accordance with 
the suggestions noted as above. | 

It is believed and recommended that for the various pur- 
poses of this department, constituting the miscellaneous 
items covered by a general expense fund, there could be prot- 
itably employed during the ensuing two years the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) annually. 

The biennial period covered by the former appropri- 
ation ending on December 31st, 1886, and it being of the 
highest importance that the publication work of the new 
year be commenced as soon as possible, it would seem 
proper that the Legislature be asked to take such action as 
may appear necessary and expedient, at ап early day. 
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